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Dear staff, parents and children at Rushcliffe Spencer School, We hope this letter finds you 
safe and well.  
 
We would like to offer you our sincere thanks for your support for our shoebox appeal. 
Because of your generosity, the teams at Sewa Day Nottingham and Communities Working 
Together were able to distribute more than 1200 shoeboxes. These shoeboxes full of gifts 
were given to vulnerable members of our community who otherwise might not have had much 
this Christmas. We’ve had some lovely feedback and we know that the shoeboxes were really 
appreciated by their recipients.  
 
In total, more than 100 volunteers helped to collect, wrap, pack and distribute the shoeboxes. 
On 11 th December, many of these volunteers came together to sort and pack the gifts at 
Edwalton Church Hall. This event received plenty of media attention and we were featured on 
BBC East Midlands and Notts TV. Former England cricketer Graeme Swann came along to 
boost morale and help us pack the shoeboxes! An article about the impact of the project is 
available on the West Bridgford Wire.  
 
None of this would have been possible without the support of members of the community like 
yourselves. Together we have made a huge difference to those in need. We are planning to 
run this appeal again next Christmas and we hope that you will consider supporting us again. 
For updates please follow us on Facebook: Christmas Gifts in a Shoebox.  
 
Thank you for helping us to make a difference.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Hetvi Parekh (on behalf of the whole volunteer team  

Thank you for supporting our 
Shoebox Appeal!  

Religious Education 
The year 7 students were asked to bring something that meant 
a lot to them into their RE class.   The students took turns 
describing their objects and explaining the story behind them to 
the class. 
M. Moran 
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Before Christmas, students came together to celebrate the festive 
season by creating their own Christmas reef.  

Using the departments laser cutter we cut out specific Christmas 
shapes to decorate them. It was a festive filled afternoon with lots 
if music and laughter.  
 
C. Scrafton 

Reef Making 
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Last term, a group of GCSE drama students 
were given the opportunity to watch a streaming 
of the professional stage production of War 
Horse. It follows the life of Joey - a horse in the 
time of WW1 – who is torn apart from his 
beloved owner and sold and shipped to France. 
Joey gets caught up in war effort, going on an 
amazing journey, serving both sides, before 
finding himself alone in No Man’s Land, 
surrounded by enemy fire.  
 
The production was presented through physical 
theatre and incredible puppetry. It was so realistic and effective; 
you could almost forget that the horses (and other animals) were 
puppets!  
 
A scene I particularly remember to be effective was during the 
moments of gun fire, when the horses (enormous human-driven 
puppets) reared up in defence of the bombs and shelling as the 
attacks rang out across the stage. This was done in slow motion, 
which added to the impact it had on me – I could feel the tension 
and emotion from this powerful performance. This was a brilliant 
opportunity for me to see a different approach to theatre and it 
was unlike anything I’ve ever seen before. I would definitely 
recommend this production to anyone if it tours again – don’t miss 
out!   
 
J. Wilson 

GCSE Drama War Horse 
Production 

Beauty and The Beast 
Production 
Be our Guest at Rushcliffe Spencer Academy’s latest 
production! We are proud to present our Beauty and the 
Beast show, and you can take the adventure with us. Dive 
into France and be sure to try the grey stuff (it’s delicious!) 
after you’ve booked a ticket.  
 
Head to https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer-
Academy/e-ppvppz  or scan the QR code on your mobile 
with the link below to book your ticket!  

 

<a href="https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer
-Academy/beauty-and-the-beast/e-ppvppz"> 

 
 

Tickets on sale from  
20th February 2023 

Alternatively,  please see our Rushcliffe Spencer Academy 
website for ticket sales 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer-Academy/e-ppvppz
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer-Academy/e-ppvppz
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer-Academy/beauty-and-the-beast/e-ppvppz
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Rushcliffe-Spencer-Academy/beauty-and-the-beast/e-ppvppz


 

 

Wellbeing 
At Rushcliffe Spencer Academy, we are passionate about increasing discussion around our mental wellbeing, and 
empowering our students to write an anonymous message of encouragement on a leaf, and hang it on the tree for others to 
read when going through challenging times.  Above are some of the messages left by our students that we wished to 
share.  Thank you to all students who have helped the Positivi-Tree to grow!  
 
The Wellbeing Team 



 

 

On Saturday 28 January, the PE Department took an 8 strong squad to Oundle in 
Peterborough for the East Midlands Finals. The winners and runners up from each East 
Midland county attend and the field was strong indeed with the majority of schools being private, fee-
paying schools with incredible resources for sport. 
 
The girls won all their matches in their section and kept their cool throughout. They then progressed to the 
semi-finals against Nottingham Girls High and displayed an outstanding performance and a convincing win 
seeing them through to the final. At this point they knew they had made the National finals as the top 2 regional schools 
progress through to the final round. They beat Oakham School by 2 goals in the final crowning them East Midlands 
Champions! 
 
The team consisted of Megan Burnip, Amelia Cameron, Alice Brumwell, Millie Wileman, Issy Bates, Sasha Terrill, Daisy 
Burnip and Alice Bates.  
 
It really is an incredible performance and accomplishment! 
 
Jodie and the PE team   

U19 Regional Champions 2023 

It has been a brilliant half-term in PE with lots on our extra-
curricular timetable! One of the highlights of the half term was the 
Under 19 Regional Netball Competition on Saturday 28th January. 
Our Sixth Form netballers (and Year 11’s Daisy Burnip and Alice 
Bates) competed against some of the top teams in the East 
Midlands at this event. The team were fantastic, winning every 
game and became East Midlands Champions! They will now play 
in the National Competition in March which is  an incredible 
achievement! The team consisted of Megan Burnip, Amelia 
Cameron, Alice Brumwell, Millie Wileman, Issy Bates, Sasha Terrill, 
Daisy Burnip and Alice Bates. Well done to them all!! 

Our after-school clubs have continued to have high numbers and 
this has allowed us to organise various fixtures against other 
schools in a range of sports. Our students have had the opportunity 
to represent the school in fixtures in netball, football, rugby, 
basketball, cricket, cross country, multi-sports festivals and sports 
hall athletics over the last 5 weeks and we have came away with 

some brilliant results. We would like to congratulate our Under 13’s 
Girls’ cricket team for qualifying for the county cricket competition in 
March which will be held at Trent Bridge Cricket Ground, the girls 
are looking forward to this experience! The Year 8 Boys’ have also 
qualified for the county Sports Hall Athletics competition after 
coming 1st out of 6 schools in the first round at West Bridgford 
School! Well done to all students who competed! Another highlight 
was hosting our first Rugby game following the development of our 
new rugby pitch! Our rugby club has been growing this year and it 
is brilliant that we can now host further opportunities for our 
students! We would 
like to thank the 
students for their 
continued commitment 
to clubs and fixtures! 

The PE Department 

PE News  



 

 

Book Club have been reading the 6 books shortlisted for the Nottinghamshire County 
Council Inspire Brilliant Book Award 2023. 
 
https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/books/shortlist/ 
 
On Wed 8th Feb we visited Carlton le Willows Academy to meet Dan Smith, author of 
Nisha's War, one of the shortlisted books. 
 
www.dansmithbooks.com 
 
Dan's talk was followed by a lively question and answer session and many students 
took the opportunity to buy one of Dan's books and have it signed. 
 
'Today was very informative, inspiring and fun. We loved learning about his different books and how he gets his ideas and 
pieces them together for his stories’  
Martha Keen and George Wilkes 8J 
 
‘It was really fun and exciting going to Carlton le Willows. It allowed us to gain a new experience and to meet new people. 
We got to ask the author questions and get signed copies of this books’  
Charlotte Bowerbank 7H 
 

LRC News - Author Visit 

https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/books/shortlist/
http://www.dansmithbooks.com


 

 

‘It was a very interesting and inspiring trip. I loved hearing what he had to say and about how his experience differed to 
others. A lovely day out’  
Evie Green 8C and Josh Walton 8H 
 
‘I enjoyed learning about the author's life and stories about becoming a writer. I really enjoyed today. Thank you!’  
Abbie Mullany-Green 7E 
 
‘The talk was really informative and it felt like we could get involved. He answered the questions really well and told lots of 
his childhood stories’  
Laura Hennessey and Ava Garrett 7F 
 
‘I enjoyed the talk. It was intriguing to learn about the Dan's life and how he became an author’ 
Theo Sanghera 7E 
 
The trip was a fun experience. It was interesting to learn how the author grew up, his aspirations and how he used his 
experiences to find inspiration for his books. 
Josh Burnett and Aaila Ghazni 9H 

After half term we are looking forward to hearing virtual talks from three of the other shortlisted au-
thors, including answers to questions sent in by the students, and another trip, this time to Arnold Hill 
Spencer Academy, to meet Darren Simpson, author of Furthermoor, another of the shortlisted books. 
 
https://darrensimpsonwrites.co.uk/ 

https://darrensimpsonwrites.co.uk/


 

 

Computing Trip to 
Disneyland Paris 
40 Computing students recently attended 
Disneyland Paris to attend an IT workshop run 
by Disney staff members. Students got a 
glimpse of how IT systems are used behind the 
scenes at the Disney parks, particularly on 
rollercoasters, with the use of artificial 
intelligence, and graphic designs to add to the 
riders thrill. Students were taught how Disney 
uses IT to market their parks worldwide, and 
how they keep customers safe when on rides 
using an automated safety system. Students 
then used this knowledge to create their 
own  When students were not in the workshop, 
they had the opportunity to ride the different 
rollercoasters, trying to identify the IT used 
whilst riding. This was a lot harder for those 
with their eyes shut!  
 



 

 

 

 
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy 
Boundary Road 
West Bridgford 
Nottingham, NG2 7BW 
 
Tel: (0115) 9744050 
Email: admin.office@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 
Website: www.rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

@RushcliffeSCH 

Diary Dates October—January  2023 

  

13th - 17th February:  HALF TERM 

20th - 24th February:  Year 13 Mocks  

27th Feb - 10th March:  Year 11 Mocks  

3rd March:     Flamenco Production (Languages) 

7th March:     Orchestra Workshop Day (MAC, Birmingham) 

16th March:     Spanish Trip to London 

22nd March:     Year 10 Parents Evening 

23rd March:     Year 7/8 Parent Information Evening 

30th March to 3rd April: FC Porto Football Trip 

3rd - 6th April:    DofE Gold Practice Expedition 

3rd - 14th April:   EASTER HOLIDAYS 

 

 

Diary Dates February– April 2023 

We have a range of rooms and spaces 
available for evening, weekend and holiday 
hire to support community groups, 
organisations and individuals.  

Take a look at our facilities:  

www.rushcliffespencer.com/facilities-for-hire  

Contact us: lettings@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Are you looking for a venue                                     
for your club or event? 




