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The Principal’s Letter 
Dear Parents / Carers 

As we come to the end of a very busy term, everyone in the school community 
can look back with a real sense of pride. In so many ways, life is back to normal 
in this post-pandemic era; in so many ways it isn‘t. At the very least, what is 
‗normal‘ now differs to what was ‗normal‘ before. We are all continuing to deal 
with the issues the pandemic has created – educationally and personally – and 
we will be doing so for some time to come. When you add to that the problems 
caused by the rising cost of living, it makes life all the more challenging for 
everyone in our community. Despite all this, right across the school, so much 
has been achieved in recent months. 

Of course, central to everything is the learning that happens in classrooms each 
and every day. It‘s a genuine delight to visit lessons and see teachers inspiring 
young people and supporting them not just to build their knowledge but to grow 
and develop as people. This is, of course, only made possible by the amazing 
work that our support staff team do – either directly with pupils and families or 
behind the scenes to support teachers or make sure that school runs smoothly. 
Day in, day out, I see so many young people doing their very best, quite often 
having to overcome significant barriers and personal challenges along the way. 

I‘ve been delighted to see so many pupils have the opportunity to go out on 
school trips this term. Organising a school trip is a mammoth undertaking for 
those involved but, when you see the difference the experience makes to pupils, 
both in the moment and in the weeks and months that follow, you can 
understand why we do it. These opportunities create memories for life. They 
provide inspiration for future careers. They bring all that learning in the 
classroom to life. You can read a bit about some of the most recent visits in this 
issue of the Rushcliffe Post. There are many more to come! 

This term has also seen work continue across the school site. The former 
leisure centre is now almost completely demolished. It‘s provided quite a 
spectacle for people to watch at break and lunchtime. For many people locally, 
the leisure centre will carry many happy memories of time spent swimming or 
playing sports and, whilst it is always sad to see a building that has created 
memories go, it is incredibly exciting that this paves the way for the creation of 
new spaces and places from which our pupils and the wider community will 
benefit. I look forward to sharing more news on this in the new year. 

In this issue of the Rushcliffe Post, you can also learn about some of the 
incredible work our pupils have done to raise money for good causes, the talent 
so many have shown through competitions and the way in which pupils turned 
their hand to new skills and experiences on Bright Day. You can read about 
visits from crime author Sue Wallman and local MP, Ruth Edwards. I‘m 
particularly proud of the work that our anti-bullying ambassadors have done in 
achieving the ‗Wellbeing Badge‘ through The Diana Award. This is work driven 
by pupils for the benefit of pupils and has been brilliant to see; do read about it. 

My sincere thanks for the support that you have given to the school this term; it 
really does make such a difference. I hope that you and your family have a 
peaceful and enjoyable Christmas – and my very best wishes for 2023. 

 
Damian Painton (Principal) 
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Warner Brothers Studio Tour                               
Harry Potter Competition  

At the end of the first half term, some of our Rushcliffe English Ambassadors 
entered the Warner Brothers Studio Tour Harry Potter competition, where 
they were tasked with inventing their own magical plant creation, using 
Professor Sprout‘s greenhouse as inspiration. The entries were imaginative 
and creative, and everyone who entered should be really proud of 
themselves. The official Warner Brothers Studio Tour twitter account even 
responded to our entries, saying we had 'A very smart-looking group of 
young Witches and Wizards!'; we couldn't agree more! 
 
Alice Blackburn 
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On Thursday 3rd November Rushcliffe sixth form hosted an 
MMI (Multiple mini interview) evening to prepare our year 13 
students for the selection process they will face in applying 
to study Medicine. MMIs are often considered to be the 'final 
hurdle' in achieving offers for medical school. 
 
Local healthcare professionals including GPs, Paediatric 
Consultants, Nurses and a Physiotherapist, very kindly gave 
up their evening to help us in providing this invaluable 
experience to our students.   
 
10 stations were set up and the students spent a demanding 
2 hours making their way around the timed circuit, taking on 
the various tasks. Subjects covered included: topical issues, 
decision making under pressure, ethical issues, situational 
judgement & prioritisation and safeguarding & patient 
confidentiality.  
 
At the end of the evening each student was given personal 
written feedback on their performance at each station 
followed by a 15 minute ―open feedback‖ conversation 
between the students and professionals. Students who 
attended the evening were extremely positive after the event:  
 
Being able to experience an MMI circuit gave me invaluable 
insight into the interview process for medicine and the 
opportunity to receive advice from those working in the 
medical field and involved in the admissions process was 
really helpful. I can't thank those who organised the MMI and 
those who volunteered their time to help us, applicants, 
enough! Zara Bashir Y13 student. 
  
I had no idea what to expect going into the MMI evening but 
the variety of different stations and interviewers has made 

me feel much more prepared for any interviews. I now know 
what areas I need to improve but also which ones I feel more 
confident in.  Sophie Hetherington Y13 student. 
 
The students certainly rose to the challenge and should be 
proud of how they performed with the ‗interviewers‘ 
commenting on their knowledge, confidence and 
communication skills – especially under pressure. We would 
like to thank all the professionals who gave up their time to 
support our students and, of course, we wish all of our 
aspiring Medics ―Good Luck‖ with their upcoming interviews. 
 
K. Farndale-James 

  

MMI Evening Preparing for Medical School  
Interviews 
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On the 4th October 2022, students studying politics in Year 
12 and 13 went on a trip to London for the day as an 
opportunity to expand our knowledge of the UK constitution 
and to learn more about the places in which major decisions 
take place. As we work within a constitutional monarchy, our 
first stop was Buckingham Palace where we noted how there 
was still an atmosphere of grief following the Queen‘s death. 
We then paid a visit to the Supreme Court where we had the 
opportunity to sit in on an active court case involving 
OFCOM (the Office of Communications), which was a great 
opportunity for us to have an insight into court proceedings at 
the highest level as well as view an exhibition on the history 
of women in the judiciary, which still remains limited despite 
Lady Hale‘s previous role as president of the Supreme Court. 
On our way to across Parliament Square, we also 
encountered a pressure group in action, with the protest 
movement Say No To Oil holding a sit in on the roads. It was 
then time for our tour of the Houses of Parliament. It was 
actually quite shocking to see how small the House of Lords 
and the House of Commons were, with the House of Lords 
being far grander than the Commons, with a throne for the 

monarch and their consort. Whilst there, we also toured the 
monarch‘s quarters and the halls, in which there is a copy of 
the Magna Carta and the walls are lined with extravagant 
paintings as well as the less extravagant lobby and post 
office. We ended our tour in Westminster Hall which has 
hosted speeches from Nelson Mandela as well as of course 
where the Queen was laid in state. At the end of our visit, we 
took part in a workshop in which we debated doctor assisted 
suicide and euthanasia, which was a great opportunity for us 
to see how debates are conducted within parliament itself. 
After leaving parliament, we walked through Whitehall seeing 
the government departments, Downing Street- from a 
distance- the Cenotaph and made our way to Covent 
Gardens for a quick break before making our way to 
Chinatown where we ate at a restaurant called Won Kei- It 
was a lovely end to a really informative day made clear on 
the train ride back from St Pancras train station which 
included much discussion of what we had gained from our 
trip. 
 
Anna Roger- Ferrao, Year 12 

Politics Students Parliament Trip  
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Rushcliffe School Meets Local MP  
As part of Parliament Week, A Level Politics students were 
given the exciting opportunity to meet and question our 
Rushcliffe MP, Ruth Edwards. Whilst Ms Edwards is a 
Conservative MP herself, there was a wide range of political 
beliefs and stances within the room which allowed for many 
interesting and challenging questions to be asked. Some of 
these questions were directly linked to the students‘ A level 
politics course- from discussing parliamentary scrutiny to 
Scottish independence and the use of referendums – whilst 
other questions were more focused on current political issues 
we are facing today, including immigration, the Autumn 
Statement and the premiership of previous PMs. Ms Edwards 

began the discussion with asking us about the how to deal 
with the arrival of migrants on the South coast and conveyed 
both her personal thoughts as well as her party‘s view on the 
current migrant crisis which caused much debate about 
provision and treatment of refugees and asylum seekers.  The 
students also discussed controversial political figures in the 
Conservative Party – Matt Hancock, Suella Braverman and 
Liz Truss.   
 

Ms Edwards was clear in stating her disagreement with both 
Ms Braverman‘s use of language and Mr Hancock‘s widely 
publicized appearance on I‘m a Celebrity, as well as restating 
her long standing commitment to Rishi Sunak.  Ms Edwards 
acknowledged valid concerns raised by students regarding a 
proposed British Bill of Rights and how that would affect the 
protection on LGBTQ+ rights and promised to raise these. Ms 
Edwards also expressed her affinity for our constituency and 
her hope of keeping her seat in Rushcliffe in the ‗precarious‘ 
world of politics! This was overall a superb opportunity for 
students to gain a deeper understanding of how our 
representative in Parliament 
engages with a wide 
political agenda and we 
were grateful for her time 
and allowing us to share our 
own thoughts.  
 
T.  Purnell 
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Shoebox Appeal 
Following the success of last year, Sewa Day Nottingham reached out to ask if Rushcliffe Sixth Form students and staff 
would like to support the Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2022, and of course the answer was a resounding Yes!  
 
Sewa Day Nottingham & Communities Working Together (CWT) distribute shoeboxes full of gifts for members of our 
community in the Nottingham area who might not have much this Christmas.  
 
Each form group in Y12 and Y13 filled a shoe box full of donated items and then wrapped them in Christmas paper. The 
result was a whole lead trolley full of donations being handed over to Hilary from Sewa Day Nottingham by members of our 
Student Executive Committee on Friday 2nd December.  Student President Mia Crooks said ―It was nice to come together in 
form groups to produce these boxes and help people in our community who may not be as fortunate as we are at this time of 
year‖.  We would like to thank all the Sixth Form staff and students for their efforts and would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
Katie Farndale-James 

 
 



 

 

Author Visit - LRC 
Crime writer Sue Wallman came into Rushcliffe 
Spencer Academy to meet our Year 8 students in the 
LRC on Monday 5th December. 
 
The focus of the sessions was crime/thriller writing 
and she spoke about her own books especially her 
latest ones, Such a Good Liar and I Know You Did 
It.  
 
The year 8 students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and 
were able to get signed copies of her books to take 
home. 
 
L. Omitogun 

Year 11 AIMs Group 
Fundraising Activity 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Year 11 AIMs 
group with their fundraising activity.  They raised ….... 

 
£26.47  
 
which will go to the Trussell Trust.  Thomas Bassett 10B won 
the challenge and is very pleased with himself! 
 
There were 251  
sweets by the  
way… 
 
Thank you 
 
J.  Willows 
 
 
 



 

 

In January 2022, our Anti-Bullying ambassadors started their 
journey of improving our Anti-Bullying approach in school 
and were trained by The Diana Award, a charity in memory 
of Princess Diana who believed in the power that young 
people have to make a difference. Since the group first 
started we have gained new members and we now have 17 
ambassadors across years 7-9 who actively look for ways to 
tackle issues.  
 
Following the training in 2022, the group decided they would 
focus on earning the wellbeing badge from The Diana Award 
by running multiple campaigns that focused on education 
around bullying but also activities that would support their 
peers in feeling happier and more positive. After almost a 
year of planning 5 different campaigns, the Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors have been awarded their wellbeing badge by 
The Diana Award, to recognise their hard work over the past 
year. Students will soon receive a badge that they can wear 
around school with pride, knowing they have made a real 
difference. The feedback below from The Diana Award 
demonstrates students‘ commitment and motivation to their 
Anti-Bullying work. 
 
―You are being awarded the Anti-Bullying Ambassador 
Wellbeing Badge because you have shown: 
 

Your commitment to listening 
to the needs of the wider 
school community by 
running a survey on bullying 
behaviour and wellbeing. 
Your dedication to building 
students‘ knowledge of 
bullying behaviour and being 
an Upstander by running 
interactive assemblies for 
the different year groups. 
 
Your creativity by running a successful Feel Good Friday 
event to boost students‘ positivity and create a fun and 
welcoming school environment. 
 
Your commitment to providing students a safe and 
supportive place to share their feelings and worries by 
starting the Calm Club. 
 
Your creativity by writing a script for a drama performance 
focusing on different types of bullying behaviour and teaching 
students what to do if they experience bullying behaviour.‖ 
 
Programme Officer, Anti-Bullying team at The Diana 
Award 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors are awarded the 
Wellbeing badge 



 

9   

Christmas 
Jumper 
Day 
On Friday the 9th 
December, students and 
staff were invited to wear a 
Christmas jumper to raise 
money for Save the 
Children. 
 
We raised a total of……. 
 
£592.61 
Thank you to everyone who 
took part on the day and 
well done to Mr Proud who 
won the best Christmas 
jumper. 
 
Simon Ward 
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Bright Day 1 - September 2022 



 

 

Winter Writing Competition Winners 

Frozen in Time 
 
The village was frozen. 
 
Swathed in a wash of crystal-white, a blanket of picturesque snow 
smothering every surface. Houses nestled comfortably in their new coats, 
enjoying the new look.  They barely felt the cold—the beauty of it all, 
numbed such trivial pain.  Icicles hung lazily from the lone trees 
surrounding the small town in a halo, swaying in the slight breeze, 
revelling in their power.  No humans were around to gawk and stare; no 
bothersome children were there to pluck them from their places and 
reduce them to nothing more than puddles. 
 
A normally busting hub of human activity had been suspended in time. 
 
Not a single soul dared disrupt the peace.  The birds were silent, and 
everything lay untouched.  Perfect.  Not a breath of human life snaked 
through the village; not a whisper of vitality dared grace its streets.  
Something about the place made it feel so inexplicably lonely, like it had 
been lost in time and forgotten long ago.  The tilt of the roofs of each 
humble home seemed sullen—resentful—as if their owners had 
condemned them as inept.  The icicles didn‘t so pettily arrogant 
anymore—more like icy daggers with razor tips, waiting for the right 
moment to strike.  And the trees were bare skeletons of what they once 
were. 
 
The village was frozen. 
 
The village was abandoned. 
 
The naïve little houses and the vulnerable trees had been abandoned by 
the humans they‘d once called their protectors.  Subject to the mercy of a 
world that was known for being ruthless, left to rot and wither away.   The 
vibrancy of human life was gone— leeched by the greedy clutches of time 
as the village began to deteriorate from the lack of care, leaving behind a 
barren and bitter landscape. 
 
Cold had seeped into every corner and rooted itself there; the winds 
howled in anguish as they relentlessly beat themselves against the trees 
and the houses, made the icicles sway as they glinted malignantly in the 
weak winter sunlight. 
 
Neglect had led to ruin; and ruin had led to death. 
 
Yes, the village had once bustled with the livelihood of human life, but now 
it was nothing more than a collection of corpses.  Frozen, and slowly 
rotting away, wishing for the recesses of time to whisk them away too and 
leave no trace of them. 
 
The village was frozen, and the village was abandoned. 
 
By Eunheul, Year 11 
 

My Little Sister’s Hair 
 
Like fields, snow covered. 
Gently falling from the sky, snowflakes. 
Like Heaven, perfect and blissful. 
Like the peaceful darkness of the night. 
Lit up from the laughs of children, far away. 
So soft, light, 
Like a fox‘s footprints 
Silently etched into the snow, 
So quiet, so calm. 
Then you wonder what made the snow fall 
Was thunder, after all. 
 
By Sophie, Year 9 

Here are the wonderful winning 
competition entries for the winter themed 
writing competition for English.  Well 
done to the winners and runners up. 
 
A. Blackburn 



 

 

Winter Writing Competition Winners 

PE Department 
It has been an amazing year.   The community at Rushcliffe 
Spencer Academy has shown the resilience to overcome the 
challenges of returning to full time education and to say that 
it has been a success for the Physical Education Department 
would be an understatement. 
 
This year the PE department have for the first time have 
been awarded Gold School Games Mark.  This is a fantastic 
achievement and acknowledges the dedication and 
commitment of our students and staff to our extra-curricular 
programme.  We have fielded A to C teams across a range 
of abilities for a vast range of sports, that we hope to build on 
again in September. 
 
The PE curriculum remains broad and balanced with the 
intent of providing our students with the knowledge to 
effectively participate in physical activity and understand the 
physical health, wellbeing and social benefits of a health 

active lifestyle with having life-long involvement in physical 
activities. 
 
Our recent student voice has supported our intent and it is 
pleasing to see that students are very happy in PE.  The 
feedback from our students has been used to further improve 
our curriculum. 
 
The highlight of the year has to be the Sports Day which 
showcased the community spirit of our school.   New school 
records were set and the support from everyone on the day 
was incredible.  The standard of the tutor flags was also of a 
very high standard. 
 
From myself and all the PE Department, thank you for your 
contributions and have a very merry Christmas. 
 
Mr A. Paling 

 
Winter Games Results for 2022—Well done to everyone who took part 



 

 

Subject ambassador Jack Sharpe, Year 13 designed the extra-curricular activity for Year 7 students and helped run the 
club. Students made a battery powered vehicle and then customized them before testing  to see how well they worked. 
Some of the students also came back for an extra session making some Christmas decorations. 
 
Ms Fothergill 

Year 11 AIMs Group Fundraising Activity 

Final Session : Christmas Tree Decorations 

Customised Cars 

Car build challenge 
work in progress 



 

 

 

 

Rushcliffe Spencer Academy 
Boundary Road 
West Bridgford 
Nottingham, NG2 7BW 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

@RushcliffeSCH 

Diary Dates October—January  2023 

 
 

4th January:    INSET DAY 

11th January:    Ambitions Nottingham (Year 10)  

11th January:    Careers Fair 

12th– 13th January:  CERN - Year 13 

26th January:    Ambition Nottingham 

30th—1st January:  Paris Computing Trip 

2nd February:    Science Live, Sheffield 

3rd February:    Bright Day 3 

10th February:    Feel Good Friday 

13th February:    HALF TERM 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Diary Dates January - February 2022 

We have a range of rooms and spaces available for 
evening, weekend and holiday hire to support community 
groups, organisations and individuals.  

Take a look at our facilities:  

www.rushcliffespencer.com/facilities-for-hire  

Contact us: lettings@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Are you looking for a venue                                     
for your club or event? 

Customised Cars 


