
Politics Big Ideas Y12 Y13

Constitutions
To understand the nature, sources and evolution of the UK Constitution and assess it's 

worth. 

To understand the  significance of the US constitution in the 21st century in relation to 

federalism, rights and the separation of powers. To be able to make comparisons with 

the UK

LegislatIve power
To understand the role of Parliament and be able to assess how effectively it fulfills it's 

representative, legislative and scrutiny functions

To understand the structure, roles and powers of the US Congress and it's relationship 

with the other branches of power. To be able to draw comparisons with the UK.

Executive power
To understand the powers of and relationships of the Prime Minister and Cabinet andbe 

able to assess the balance of power between them.

To understand the waxing and waning of presidential power over time and the factors 

that affect this. To be able to draw comparisons with the UK

Judicial power
To understand the roles and powers of the Supreme Court on  government, Parliament, 

policy and rights and be able to assess its impact on these.

To understand the power of the US Supreme Court in relation to interpreting the 

constitution and rights. To be able to draw comparisons with the UK

Devolution and EU
To understand and evaluate the debates linked to devolution and membership of the 

EU in the UK

To be able to draw comparisons between the US federal system and devolution in the 

UK

Democracy
To understand and to analyse the concept of democracy (indirect and direct) and the 

patterns and forms of participation within it.

To understand and analyse the processes around direct and indirect democracy in the 

US. To be able to draw comparisons with the UK

Elections
To understand the different election systems, voting behaviour and evaluate the 

debates around these.

To understand the different election systems, voting behaviour and evaluate the 

debates around these. To be able to draw comparisons with the UK.

Political Parties
To understand the development and roles of political parties and to be able to analyse 

and evaluate the role of said parties in government and policy.

To understand the development of the two main political parties and to be able to 

analyse and evaluate the impact of the party system in US politics. To be able to draw 

comparisons with the UK.

Pressure Groups To understand and analyse the role of pressure (interest) groups in British Politics.
To understand and analyse the role of pressure (interest) groups in US Politics. To be 

able to draw comparisons with the UK.

Rights
To understand the issues relating to the protection of individual as well as collective 

rights linked to the constitution and judiciary

To be to take a synoptic view of rights linked to the US constitution, judicial 

interpretation and pressure groups. To be able to make comparisons with the UK.

Ideas
To be able to explain the development of Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism in 

relation to their vews on human nature, society, the state and economy using key 

thinkers

To be able to explain the development of Ecologism and its views on the relationship 

between humans and nature using key thinkers


