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The Principal’s Letter 
Dear Parents / Carers 

Welcome to this year’s first edition of the Rushcliffe Post.  

It’s been a very busy but positive start to the school year. Our new year 7 pupils 
and those who have joined our Sixth Form have settled in well and are already 
making a great contribution to our school community. It’s been great to walk 
around the school and see pupils engaged in their learning and producing some 
great work – right across the year groups and subjects. Above everything, I’ve 
seen positive classroom environments in which pupils are living out our core 
values in the way they interact with each other and with members of staff. 

Our extra-curricular programme, which saw a post-pandemic renaissance last 
year, has picked up where it left off in the first part of this year. We’ve also seen 
more lunchtime activities available for pupils this term, particularly in the PE 
department. I’m delighted that we’ve also seen a number of school trips go out 
this term including our annual year 7 visit to Walesby, a number of Geography 
trips and a Business and Economics residential visit to London. You’ll see, from 
the diary dates section, that there are plenty more to come. These are enriching 
learning experiences but they also create fantastic memories that pupils will 
cherish for a long time to come.  

We’ve held our two open evenings this half term – for year 6 and for the Sixth 
Form. Both were well attended, successful events. I wanted, in particular, to 
acknowledge the fantastic contribution that our student helpers made on both 
evenings. These helpers were from right across the year groups and so many 
parent fed back how helpful, informative and considerate they were: a real credit 
to both the school and their families.  

Over the summer holiday, we were delighted to receive notification that we had 
been reaccredited as an International School. This follows our success last year 
in achieving the prestigious Green Flag Award with merit. Both are a reflection 
on the work our pupils do building connections with people and organisations 
across the world on issues that matter to them and matter to our wider 
community. You read more about the International Schools Award in Mrs 
Purnell’s article in this issue of the Rushcliffe Post.  

Also in this issue, you can read about the work of our anti-bullying 
ambassadors, learn about our LGBTQIA+ and Ally Peer Support Group and see 
some of the work that our pupils have been doing in design technology – plus 
much more. I hope you enjoy see and reading about the fantastic work of our 
pupils and staff. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Damian Painton (Principal) 
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Rushcliffe School Lottery 
 
If you sign up and 
buy a ticket before 
29th Oct you will 
also have the 
chance to win Harry 
Potter theatre and 
tour tickets 
alongside the usual 
weekly prizes!  
 
The School Lottery 
helps to raise funds for the school whilst also giving ticket 
holders the chance to win monetary prizes. Funds raised will be 
used to support student led initiatives including ideas raised 
through school council or other groups such as our Eco warriors. 
Monies will also support clubs to purchase resources they may 
need and a percentage raised will go to the name charity we 
have identified, again, through student voice. If you are able to, 
please support the school to raise funds and potentially win 
some prizes for yourself! The school lottery is not just for parents 
and staff of the school, any one you know can also join such as 
wider family members, friends and neighbours so please do 
share! 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated and we wish you good luck! 
 
Join here:  
 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rushcliffe-
school  

Have you signed up to the Rushcliffe school lottery?  

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors came together again for the first time this year. It was lovely to see some new recruits and to 
welcome back ambassadors from last year. Our Ambassadors are working towards earning their “Wellbeing” badge for the 
school and completing their campaign which they started last year. This year they will focus on creating and running a 
lunchtime safe space for students and a Drama performance to educate students about bullying, which will be filmed and 
shared within form times. Congratulations to  Rehaan Ali, Joe Moore, Jake Hickman, Jessica Holmes, Layla Cartwright, 
George Wilkes, Cerys Fair, Bianca Del Guidice, Lewis Carr, Martha Keen, Logan Daniel, Anjali Roth, Ayaan Khan, 
Emmeline Jones, Emma Odam, Joseph Horseman, Ben Proctor, Josh Burnett, Toby Aldridge, Meenal Agrawalla, Emily 
Johnson and Krissy Moore.  
 
Mrs Panesar-Vale 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rushcliffe-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/rushcliffe-school
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The International School Award celebrates the achievements of schools that do 
exceptional work in international education, and so it is with great pride that 
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy has received such high re-accreditation this year.  
 
Scott McDonald, Chief Executive of the British Council, said: ‘The school has 
earned this prestigious award through its inspirational international work’. Staff 
and students believe in the school’s core value ‘We care for our world’ and this 
has been recognised in the feedback given which highlighted how the Academy is 
"fully committed to embedding an international and global dimension to the 
curriculum and     whole-school ethos, promoting global citizenship and an 
appreciation of cultural diversity”. 
 
Rushcliffe understands that in an interdependent world by building values, skills 
and human connections on a global scale, we can ensure the success of all. This 
has perhaps been more pertinent than ever given the restrictions we have faced in 
a global pandemic.  
 
“We want Rushcliffe pupils to understand and contribute to our global community. 
I’m delighted that we have been reaccredited as an International School. It’s a 
reflection on the great work being done across the school and the many 
connections pupils have made with people and organisations across the world,” 
said Damian Painton, Principal.  
 
The British Council highlighted how the ‘numerous partnerships with schools in 
other countries are providing rich learning opportunities for both students and 
teachers’ emphasizing the many ways in which the school has sought 
opportunities to ensure enriching, global experiences. 
 
Just some of things the school has been doing include Zoom conferences 
between staff and students discussing environmental, mental health and 
controversial political issues with their peers in India, Tunisia and Texas; being 

founding members of the Global Schools Alliance student council, which now has over 200 members, who have shared ideas 
and experiences with students from countries including Cambodia, Turkey and the Philippines; and Mandarin language 
learning with China and literacy projects with Tanzania.  
 
Trudi Purnell, Head of 
Humanities and Global 
Learning Co-Ordinator, has led 
the re-accreditation process 
and is delighted with the 
award: ‘There is so much more 
the school is doing in addition 
to what’s been mentioned, 
every Faculty in the school has 
developed some fantastic 
lessons, quizzes and 
assemblies linked to UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals covering everything from 
disability sports and the plight 
of refugees to gender equality and quality of education for all. Our Esperanza festival and internationally themed Sports Day 
brought our academic year to a magical close but not our commitment to build on the belief that we create students who by 
being active participants, can change the world!’. 
 
T. Purnell 

International School 
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy awarded International School Award 
in recognition of its work to bring the world into the classroom 
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Year 12 Product Design students have adjusted well to the 
challenge of A level studies and engaged in a variety of 
challenges. Students have re-visited drawing and 
communication techniques and practiced and refined their 
drawing skills. They have participated in a group research 
homework task and are in the process of a design and make 
packaging challenge. They have all chosen an activity from 
the Product Design page of the Super Curriculum App. have 
been really impressed with the effort and attitude 
demonstrated so far.  
 
Feedback from Ellis Harris on her chosen Super 
Curriculum Activity 
 
For my bridging task, I chose to watch a TV programme 
called ‘The Big Life Fix’ (Simon Reeve) on BBC I player. It 
was useful for me as a design student because I was able to 
get a wider understanding of how designers research and 
how they incorporate this into their designs. This allows them 
to make a product suitable for a specific user or target 
market. The episode I watched, the inventors helped a 
photographer who can no longer use his hands to operate a 
camera. I can understand how design technology can 
improve the quality of life people have which was very 
inspiring. 

Dyson Super Curriculum reflection by Kyra Duffy 
 
Photo 1 photos show design and prototyping for a packaging 
challenge. The challenge involves creating a novelty gift 
package made from compliant materials.  It must hold the gift 
securely and be clear what the occasion/theme is. 
 
It must be capable of being laser cut in small batches. It must 
have a USP of being re-usable in some way and therefore 
durable.   Students are challenged to re-purpose packaging 
to improve sustainability and enable it to be re-used, 
extending the life of the material. 
 
Photo 2 shows students responses to a research task. 
Students were given a material to research and presented 
their findings using a variety of methods. Students share the 
resources with each other and allows them to understand the 
different approaches to the task. All students demonstrated 
effective organizational skills and supported each other in 
taking responsibility for learning. 
 
Photo 3 shows students developing their communication 
techniques and 2 point perspective drawing and rendering. 

Year 12 A Level Product Design Work 

 
• The James Dyson Foundation was founded by Designer Sir James Dyson and 

was created in 2002 to challenge misconceptions about engineering and 
combat the shortage. In 2011, it was launched in the US  followed by Japan, 
Malaysia, The Philippines and Singapore! 

 
• The Foundation was created to influence young people to get into designing, 

Engineering and develop skills for their future careers. 
 
• It took Dyson 5 years and 5127 prototypes for him to make the World's first 

bagless vacuum cleaner. 
 
• There is a James Dyson Award and is an international design competition ran 

by the James Dyson Foundation.  If you win, you would get a grand prize of 
$45,000 and a chance to manufacture and sell your winning design 

 
 

Photo 1  

Photo 3  

Photo 2 
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The group is a SAFE and PRIVATE space where students can MEET OTHERS going through similar 
experiences, MAKE FRIENDS, and HAVE FUN! The group is open to ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
SCHOOL and welcomes anyone wishing to learn more about the LGBTQIA+ community in a 
SUPPORTIVE and RESPECTFUL manner. 

Who Leads the Group? 
Natalie Plau 

• Pupil Wellbeing Support Worker at Rushcliffe Spencer AcademyTrusted Adult for 
LGBTQIA+ students in school 

Self-confessed Dungeons and Dragons, board games, and animal enthusiast!  
 

Location: Room 320 PAL Building   
Group Time for Years 7/9/11/13:    A week Wednesday Lunchtime 12:30 – 1:15pm 
Group Time for Years 8/10/12:     B week Wednesday Lunchtime 1:30 – 2:15pm 

 

Snacks and games provided! 
 

Genderphoria is an inclusive 
community group offering a safe 
social space for young people 
age 13-18 years who identify as 
gender variant. 

Time: Every Thursday 5-6pm 

Location: The Well-Being Hub, 
Hounds Gate, Nottingham, NG1 
7AA 

Contact: 0795 8194 768 

Outburst Seniors is a safe 
place for LGBTQ+ young 
people aged 15-19 to 
express themselves, make 
friends, and join in a wide 
range of activities.  
 
Time: Wednesdays 6-8pm 

Location: Base 51, 29-31 
Castle Gate, Nottingham, 
NG1 7AR 

Contact: 0115 952 50400 

Other Groups available outside of school 

Outburst Juniors is an 
inclusive group for LGBTQ+ 
young people aged 11-14 
where they can meet others, 
make friends, and have fun.  
 
Time: Wednesdays 6-8pm 

Location: Base 51, 29-31 
Castle Gate, Nottingham, 
NG1 7AR 

Contact: 0115 952 50400 

Rushcliffe Spencer Academy LGBTQIA+ and 
Ally Peer Support Group 

Owl Rescue 
The Site Team added animal rescue to their repertoire 
this half term, when they found a beautiful Tawny owl 
tangled in one of the school’s goal nets.   
 
They carefully removed the owl after building a scaffold 
to gain access and transported him via the school 
minibus to the Brinsley Animal Rescue Centre.   

After a few days of rest and re-cooperation and being 
well looked after, the owl was released back into the 
wild. 

C. Sanderson 
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Christmas Concert 
Music Department 

The Rushcliffe Spencer Academy will be having their 
Christmas Concert on the 20th December at 7pm. 
 
Don’t miss out.  Christmas does not start until you 
have been to our show.  Tickets available from ticket 
source, which you will find on our website. 
 
Foot tapping sing along with a snow machine.  Wear 
your Christmas Jumpers!!! 
 
Mr B. Pitts 

Year 12 Textiles 
The Year 12 Fashion and Textiles students have started the year off showing real enthusiasm and commitment to the course. They are 
currently working on a design and making project inspired by Nottingham City where students have approached the task in an innovative 
manner using creative and complex pattern cutting skills to realise their designs! Some budding designers in the making! 

M. Weston 
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Walesby Trip 2022 

The year 7 students visited Walesby to participate in various activities, including climbing, archery, assault courses and a 
zip wire.   Fun was had by all.   
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Rushcliffe Spencer Academy 
Boundary Road 
West Bridgford 
Nottingham, NG2 7BW 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

@RushcliffeSCH 

Diary Dates October—January  2023 

 
14th October:    Half Term 

17th October:    Iceland - Year 12/13  

31st - 4th November:  Hagg Farm for SEND 

7th November:    Twycross Zoo/Yorkshire WL Park  

7th - 17th November:  Year 11 Mock Examinations 

23rd November:   Bletchley Park Visit Y9  

2nd December:    Disability In Sport Awareness Day 

12th December:   Bright Day 2 

14th December:   National Computing Museum  

19th December:   Year 8 Christmas Reward Party A half 

21st December:   Year 8 Christmas Reward Party B half  

22nd December:   Christmas Holiday  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates September  -  December 2022 

We have a range of rooms and spaces available for 
evening, weekend and holiday hire to support community 
groups, organisations and individuals.  

Take a look at our facilities:  

www.rushcliffespencer.com/facilities-for-hire  

Contact us: lettings@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk 

Are you looking for a venue                                     
for your club or event? 


