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“Welcome to Rushcliffe
Spencer Academy’s Sixth
Form. Starting post 16
education is an exciting
time in your life and it is
very important that the
choice of where to study
is right for you.”

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Rushcliffe Sixth Form. At
Rushcliffe, we have a simple core purpose that underpins everything
we do: everyone will be given the chance to shine brightly. We want
every young person, no matter what their background or future
aspirations, to be successful – during their time at Rushcliffe and in
the many years beyond.
Academic excellence is at the heart of all we do and we are
rightly proud of the outstanding achievements of our students.
However, we are very clear that there is more to education than
great qualifications. We want Rushcliffe students to develop into
well-rounded young people who are kind to others, open-minded
and able to lead happy and healthy lives when they leave us. We
want our students to be a generation who make the world a better
place. Consequently, we provide extensive pastoral and wellbeing
support in the Sixth Form. We also offer a broad range of enrichment
opportunities and encourage students to take part in as much as they
can.
We have high expectations of everyone in the school community. This
leads to an environment where students work hard, show respect and
courtesy and are expected to try their best in all that they do. We are
a happy and harmonious community where talents are nurtured.
We have a skilled and highly committed staff team. They will go the
extra mile to support, nurture and challenge our students. We work
with other schools, employers, universities and a number of other
organisations to learn from the latest research and bring the very best
practice to Rushcliffe.
I hope that, having learned more about what we offer, you decide that
the Rushcliffe Sixth Form is the right place for you to continue your
education.

Damian Painton
Principal
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The core values of Rushcliffe Spencer Academy drive everything
we do in the Sixth Form. We believe that everyone should have the
chance to shine brightly and the values below guide us to enable
students to achieve their best academically and to be ready for
challenges that lie ahead - whether that is going to university, taking
a gap year, embarking on a Higher Apprenticeship or moving into the
world of work.
We try our best – Rushcliffe Sixth Form students receive quality
teaching and excellent pastoral support that leads them to make
sustained progress. The impressive exam results achieved by our
students are the result of continued effort and commitment.
We support each other – we have an inclusive ethos, recognising
and celebrating diversity whilst coming together as one community.
Our Heads of Year 12 & 13, Tutors, Sixth Form Mentor and support
staff all work collaboratively to ensure students receive the support
they need to be successful.
We listen to different opinions – our students are involved in key
decisions regarding the organisation of the Sixth Form and we
encourage all to become involved in our school council, community
and charity committees. Students’ views on teaching and learning
allow us to continuously develop our practice and we make sure that
their voice is heard.

“The excellent exam
results achieved by our
students are the product
of continued effort and
commitment.”

We keep each other informed – we pride ourselves on forging
positive relationships with our students and parents/carers and in
ensuring communication is timely and effective. It is important that we
share relevant information and keep everyone informed about student
progress, opportunities to enhance learning and all aspects of Sixth
Form life.
We care for our world – Rushcliffe students are aware of and
understand the wider world and their place in it and we encourage
them to develop the knowledge, skills and values they need to be
global citizens who can effect positive change. Our students accept
responsibility and are willing to take action to make our planet more
peaceful, sustainable and fairer.
We are proud to be part of the school – our students never cease
to amaze us. We are truly proud of both their academic and extracurricular achievements. The opportunities given to young people
during their time here are fully exploited by them. They are proud of
their school and we are proud of the young adults they become.
Each year we enrol increasing numbers of students from schools
across Nottinghamshire and beyond, and we warmly welcome all
applications – an application form can be found on our website at
http://rushcliffespencer.com/apply/
We hope this prospectus will provide you with the information you
need; should you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact school. Thank you for your interest in Rushcliffe Sixth Form.

Ruth Frost
Assistant Principal (Post 16)
Sixth Form Prospectus

Ben Roberts
Head of Sixth Form
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Life at Rushcliffe Sixth Form
The Curriculum
Our individualised student learner programmes constitute a
combination of qualification and non-qualification hours.

The subjects available are dependent on class sizes and uptake each
year.

Qualifications

The majority of our students select three Level 3 courses with a small
number choosing to study four (students achieving mostly grades 8/9
at GCSE).

Rushcliffe Spencer Academy offers a wide range of A levels and
vocational Level 3 courses (each equivalent to 1 A level):
Mathematics

Humanities

Maths
Further Maths

Geography
History
Philosophy & Ethics
Politics

Sciences
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
BTEC Applied Science
Applied Diploma Food Science
& Nutrition
PE
Computer Science
Cambridge Technical IT

Social Sciences
Business Studies
Applied Business Studies
Economics
BTEC Health & Social Care
Psychology
Sociology

All A level courses are now linear. This means that students will
study each subject for two years, at the end of which they will sit A
Level public examinations. The vocational Level 3 courses combine
elements of assessed coursework with final exams – please see the
specific course information for details.
To monitor progress and enable success, students complete internal
assessments in all subjects throughout Y12 and Y13. All students sit
Y12 exams towards the end of Y12, and mock exams in early spring
of Y13. Termly Progress Reviews in Y12 and Y13 are sent home
to parents/carers, reporting on behaviour for learning, in addition to
target and predicted grades, as such student progress is carefully
monitored and intervention is timely and appropriate.

Sixth Form entry requirements
•
•
•

Performing Arts
English
English Literature
English Language
English Language & Literature
Media Studies
Languages
Spanish
French

Drama and Theatre
Music
Art and Innovations
Fine Art
Product Design
Textiles

A minimum of five GCSEs at grades 4-9 including English and
Maths
A grade 6 in the subject selected for A level if studied at GCSE
For each course please see the specific requirements
summarised in the table at the back of and on the course
information pages of this prospectus

Please note: meeting requirements for any course does not
automatically guarantee an offer of a place on that course.
If your predicted grades do not meet our entry requirements for your
preferred options please talk to us regarding possible alternative
pathways.

Enrichment
Rushcliffe Sixth Form provides a wealth of stimulating and engaging
opportunities beyond the core curriculum subjects to broaden a
student’s perspective and develop skills for further study, employment
and adult life. In view of this aim, students are timetabled for one hour
each week to take part in an enrichment activity. What we offer may
vary each year and is dependent on student choices. Typically our
timetabled programme includes a range of qualification and nonqualification elements, for example:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extended Project Qualification*: taught elements and project
supervision
Young Enterprise Award
Duke of Edinburgh – Gold award
Functional ICT
Mandarin (for beginners)
Community First
Sports Leaders Award (Level 2)
Independent living skills

*The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is offered as part of our
Enrichment Programme. Completion of an EPQ project develops
independent study skills and demonstrates an interest, knowledge
and aptitude outside of A level course requirements. The EPQ is very
well received by universities and is worth half an A level, graded A* to
E. It also carries UCAS points.
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“We want our students to
shine brightly in all aspects
of their academic studies
and to achieve their full
potential.”

Tutorial programme
Our experienced team of tutors are the first point of contact and
support during a student’s time in Sixth Form. Students follow a
comprehensive tutorial programme delivered to cross curricular tutor
groups each morning in ‘form time’. Form time activities will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transition programme: bridging the gap from GCSE to Level 3
studies
Study skills - with a focus on independent learning
Careers education, information, advice and guidance
Essential IT skills
Sessions on health and well-being
Developing self-confidence, team building and leadership skills
Mentoring: group and 1:1 sessions
Post 18 pathways

Bright Days
In addition to the tutorial programme Bright Days see the whole
school ‘off timetable’ four times during the academic year to focus on
issues and themes relevant to each year group. The themes for Sixth
Form Bright Days include:
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Personal Health and Well-being including the dangers of drug
and substance abuse, alcohol awareness, driver awareness and
sexual health
Mental well-being
Revision & study skills for lifelong learning
Developing a Growth Mindset: resilience, team work,
communication and personal organisation
Progression Post 18: where next? (Apprenticeships, Higher
Apprenticeships, gap years, direct routes to employment and
Higher Education)
University Visits & UCAS: managing the university admissions
process
The World of Work : skills acquisition and work experience
preparation

Personal support and guidance
We want our students to shine brightly in all aspects of their academic
studies and to achieve their full potential. If there are times when
a student needs more support and guidance, our highly developed
systems of monitoring and intervention aim to get them quickly back
on track. Form tutors and HOY work closely with students, including
1:1 mentoring sessions.
The Sixth Form team includes a dedicated mentor (full time, nonteaching member of staff), experienced and skilled in working with 1618 year olds facing academic and /or personal challenges. The school
also benefits from two qualified counsellors who work with students in
need of professional guidance and coping strategies and a full time
School Nurse. Level 3 studies are demanding and we encourage all
of our students to seek support when necessary.

Careers and progression post 18
All of our year 12 students undertake a week’s work experience in
the spring term – this gives them the opportunity to develop essential
communication and workplace skills and to gain an insight into
the reality of a particular profession or career. Their experiences,
observations and reflections help to shape their future ambitions and
ensure a focus on progression post 18.

Sixth Form Prospectus
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Whichever post 18 pathway our students choose, they will be able
to draw on the breadth of expertise offered by their Form Tutors,
Learning Mentor, Heads of Year and a dedicated Careers Advisor for
expert and specialist advice. Whilst some of our students opt to take
a gap year, some secure apprenticeships and others go directly into
employment, the vast majority choose to go to university on leaving
Rushcliffe. We have considerable experience in advising students
and supporting them through the UCAS application process and in
making successful applications for all types of course including highly
competitive courses such as Medicine, Law, Dentistry and Oxbridge
entry. With a number of HE institutions nearby we work in partnership
with the University of Nottingham, Loughborough University and
Nottingham Trent University. Rushcliffe Spencer Academy also has
established links with Magdalen College, Oxford and Peterhouse
College, Cambridge.

Learning beyond the classroom
The school recognises the importance of field work to develop and
enrich learning. Within subject areas there are opportunities for
students to participate in residential visits to expand their breadth
of understanding beyond the curriculum specification. To name
but a few, the Physics/Mathematics trip to CERN in Switzerland,
the business trip to London and Geography field trip to Borth are
all very popular. There are also other opportunities which are not
subject specific – for example a visit to Auschwitz with the Holocaust
Education trust.

Extracurricular Opportunities
Rushcliffe Sixth Form offers many exciting opportunities which
allow students to develop a range of valuable skills to support their
transition into Higher Education and the world of work.

School Council and Sixth Form Committee
Two Student Presidents, elected by staff and students, are supported
by two Deputies and two form representatives from each tutor group
in year 12 and 13 and together constitute the Sixth Form committee.
Under the leadership of the Student Presidents their collective
responsibilities include:
•
•
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Representing the school at key events such as Open Evenings
and Achievement evenings
Meeting with the Head of Sixth Form (Post 16) to communicate
concerns/raises issues on behalf of their peers

•

•
•
•

Leading the School Council – representing pupils in years 7-13
and liaising with the School’s Senior Leadership Team and
Governors
Organising and running fundraising events for the School’s
nominated charities
Managing the common room and Sixth Form areas
Organising the Year 13 prom and Sixth Form social events

Subject Ambassadors Programme
Students can become an ambassador for any of the subjects they
study. Often they may feel passionate about a particular subject
area and intend to study it at university or pursue as a career. As an
ambassador, students take on a range of responsibilities including
supporting teachers during open evenings, mentoring students in
lower school, contributing to discussions regarding teaching and
learning and helping to run extra-curricular clubs.

Reading & Wellbeing mentors
Many of our Sixth Form students volunteer as reading mentors to
pupils in year 7 and 8, to boost literacy skills and offer 1:1 support.
This develops empathy and important communication and leadership
skills. Additionally year 12 and 13 students may be asked by Heads of
Years 7-9 to provide mentoring support for pupils who are struggling
with friendship issues, self-confidence or particular health concerns.
Pupils are matched carefully to their mentor and the partnerships
work well. The support of the Sixth Form mentors is invaluable and it
is wonderful to see our oldest and youngest pupils forging bonds.

Rushcliffe Sixth Form Community Award
At Rushcliffe we believe it is important to foster a sense of community
and responsibility and to celebrate the contributions young people
make to society. The Rushcliffe Sixth Form Community Award
formally recognises all the extracurricular activities students take part
in outside of academic lessons and study. This might include sporting
commitments and representation, environmental work, fundraising,
community work, membership of a musical or theatre group – the
list of their talents and interests is endless! The award is given at
bronze, silver, gold and platinum levels and celebrates the valuable
contributions made by our students across the school, their local
communities and beyond. Ultimately, the award allows students to
log their extracurricular activities and gain formal recognition so that
they can easily reference them in applications for work, university and
training.

A Level Mathematics

Aims of the course

Careers in Mathematics

These include encouraging students to:

Mathematics is a ‘facilitating subject’ and therefore opens many
doors in Higher Education and beyond. In particular, it is needed
for Mathematics and related degrees e.g. Engineering, Sciences,
Computing, Finance/Economics, etc. Important for careers in
finance and banking, natural and life sciences, operational research,
mathematics and statistical research, engineering, insurance,
information technology, education, medicine, defence and the military,
space and astronomy and intelligence services.

•

understand mathematics and mathematical processes in a way
that promotes confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides a
strong foundation for progression to further study
extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques
understand coherence and progression in mathematics and how
different areas of mathematics are connected
apply mathematics in other fields of study and be aware of the
relevance of mathematics to the world of work and to situations
in society in general
use their mathematical knowledge to make logical and reasoned
decisions in solving problems both within pure mathematics and
in a variety of contexts, and communicate the mathematical
rationale for these decisions clearly.

•
•
•

•

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk

What is the outline of the course content?
The areas of study are proof, algebra and functions, coordinate
geometry in the (x,y) plane, sequences and series, trigonometry,
exponentials and logarithms, differentiation, integration, numerical
methods, vectors, statistical sampling, data representation and
interpretation, probability, statistical distributions, statistical hypothesis
testing, quantities and units in mechanics, kinematics, Forces and
Newton’s laws, and moments.

What key skills will I learn?
Mathematical argument, language and proof, e.g. construct and
present mathematical arguments through appropriate use of
diagrams. Mathematical problem solving, e.g. construct extended
arguments to solve problems presented in an unstructured form,
including problems in context. Mathematical modelling, e.g. translate
a situation in context into a mathematical model, making simplifying
assumptions.

Entry Requirements
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 6 Mathematics

“A Level Maths will take
your learning experience
to another level. You will
be tested with difficult yet
engaging topics which
will intrigue your mind.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

18 22 14 8
14 19 7 5
18 13 14 9

4
4
2

3
0
3

2
0
0

B
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A Level Further Maths

Aims of the course

Further Information

These are the same as the Mathematics A level plus the study of
Further Mathematics provides a chance to explore new and/or more
sophisticated concepts, to distinguish you as an able mathematician
in the university and employment market, and to ease transition into
a mathematics-related university course. This qualification is both
deeper and broader than A level Mathematics. It is studied in addition
to A level Mathematics.

www.aqa.org.uk

What is the outline of the course content?
The core content within Further Mathematics comprises of two-thirds
of the specification. This includes proof, complex numbers, matrices,
further algebra and functions, further calculus, further vectors,
polar coordinates, hyperbolic functions and differential equations. In
addition to this we have to choose two areas of applied mathematics and currently these studied are discrete mathematics and mechanics.

What key skills will I learn?
Mathematical argument, language and proof, e.g. construct and
present mathematical arguments through precise statements
involving correct use of symbols and connecting language.
Mathematical problem solving, e.g. recognise the underlying
mathematical structure in a situation to enable problems to be solved.
Mathematical modelling, e.g. interpret the outputs of a mathematical
model in the context of the original situation.

“Further Maths opens
up new and exciting
challenges. The maths
department are always so
supportive, whether in or
out of lessons.”

Careers in Mathematics
Further Mathematics is a ‘facilitating subject’ and therefore opens
many doors in Higher Education and beyond. In particular, it is
needed for Mathematics and related degrees e.g. Engineering,
Sciences, Computing, Finance/Economics, etc. It is important for
careers in finance and banking, natural and life sciences, operational
research, mathematics and statistical research, engineering,
insurance, information technology, education, medicine, defence and
the military, space and astronomy, and intelligence services.

Entry Requirements
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 7 Mathematics

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

4
6
4

1
3
2

1
0
1

1
0
1

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
3
2

A Level Biology

Aims of the course

What key skills will I learn?

Biology A level is designed to provide students with the opportunity
to explore a wide range of biological concepts, both theoretically and
experimentally. Throughout the course, students will be given the
opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including experimental
techniques, analytical and evaluative skills and independent research
skills. The course aims to develop awareness of current biological
issues and up to date theories.

The course content allows students to develop skills in
communicating scientific ideas using appropriate language,
application of theory, collecting primary scientific data, presenting
and processing both primary and secondary data, data analysis
and evaluation of experimental technique. There is an emphasis on
mathematical skills in biology including statistical analysis of data.
Students will also be able to develop their independent research
skills. There is the opportunity to participate in a residential fieldtrip
to Malham Tarn field centre in the Yorkshire dales in the summer of
year 12. This enables the students to complete the practical ecology
element of the course and to enhance their learning experience.

What is the outline of the course content?
Development of practical skills in Biology: skills of planning,
implementing, analysis and evaluation including microscopy drawing
and dissection. This element is no longer assessed as practical
coursework but will be examined in the written papers. Students who
demonstrate competency in all practical skills areas will be awarded
the Practical Endorsement element of the course.
Foundations in Biology: cell structure, biological molecules,
nucleotides and nucleic acids, enzymes, biological membranes, cell
division, cell diversity and cellular organisation.
Exchange and transport: exchange surfaces, transport in animals
and transport in plants.
Biodiversity, evolution and disease: communicable disease,
disease prevention and the immune system, biodiversity, classification
and evolution.
Communications, homeostasis and energy: communication
and homeostasis, excretion as an example of homeostatic control,
neuronal communication, hormonal communication, plant and animal
responses, photosynthesis and respiration.
Genetics, evolution and ecosystems: cellular control, patterns
of inheritance, manipulating genomes, cloning and biotechnology,
ecosystems, populations and sustainability.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Biology or performance at Grade 6 in the Biology
papers in combined Science

Careers in Biology
Students use Biology A Level is a route into Medicine, Physiotherapy,
Nursing, Veterinary Science, Veterinary Nursing, Optometry, Dentistry,
Conservation, Marine Biology, Horticulture, Medicinal Research,
Pathology, Forensic Science and many more.

Further information
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/science/biology/index.html

“The highlight has been
the evolution module with
the visit to Malham Tarn.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

OCR
OCR
OCR

12 9 13 7
8 18 14 9
12 9 13 7

1
2
1

1
0
1

0
0
0

B
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A Level Chemistry

Aims of the course

What key skills will I learn?

Chemistry affects the whole world around us and there are very few
products in the world that do not involve chemists in some way. This
can range from biochemists developing new drugs to cure diseases
to materials chemists developing the fabrics of the future. Additionally,
chemistry is required for a number of non-chemistry degree courses
such as medicine and dentistry.

In addition to chemical knowledge, the course will also develop
skills that are valued by universities and employers. These include
problem solving, practical skills, working safely, numeracy, literacy,
communication, thinking in 3D and teamwork.

The aim of the A level Chemistry course is to give students an
understanding of how substances behave and interact on an atomic
scale and how this can be applied to the real world.

What is the outline of the course content?

There are hundreds of career sectors that look for students with A
level Chemistry, ranging from Agro Chemistry to Textiles. There are
many you would not even know existed. Even if you do not choose a
career in chemistry, employers know and trust the qualification as a
good indicator of intellect and work ethic.

Over the two years the chemistry course will cover the
following areas:

Further information

Physical chemistry: atomic structure, amount of substance,
bonding, energetics, kinetics, equilibria, redox equations,
thermodynamics, rate equations, electrochemical and acids and
bases.
Inorganic chemistry: periodicity, the alkaline earth metals, the
halogens, period 3 elements and their oxides, transition metals and
reactions of ions in aqueous solution.
Organic chemistry: alkanes, halogenoalkanes, alkenes,
alcohols, organic analysis, optical isomerism, aldehydes,ketones,
carboxylic acids, aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino acids,
proteins, DNA, organic synthesis, nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy and chromatography.
Incorporated into these areas is also practical chemistry, where
students will develop the practical skills that will enable them to
independently investigate chemical applications and produce
accurate results.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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Careers in Chemistry

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Chemistry or performance at Grade 6 in the
Chemistry papers in combined Science

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/
chemistry-7404-7405

“Chemistry has given
me a real insight into the
world around us. Both fun
and informative - this year
has been fantastic.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

10 13 9 4
10 19 7 6
11 18 10 5

0
4
5

0
0
1

0
0
0

B

A Level Physics

The Course

What key skills will I learn?

Our Physics course is a must for inquisitive students who need to
know “Why?” It sets itself the lofty challenge of understanding the
universe and everything in it. We strive to deliver the course in a way
which helps students interpret the physical world around them and
inspires them to pursue the big questions.

Physics is fundamentally an experimental subject. This course
provides numerous opportunities to use practical experiences to link
theory to reality, and equip students with the essential practical skills
they need. The course also develops mathematical and problem
solving skills. All of these skills are highly valued by employers and
universities.

The Physics course provides a seamless transition to A Level from
GCSE and provides a route to university courses in physics and other
subjects in which physics is a key component.

What is the outline of the course content?
Over the 2 years, students will cover the following topics:
•

Measurements and their errors: skills of analysing data and
manipulating results. These skills are assessed as practical
coursework (part of the Practical Endorsement Certificate) and
will be examined in the written papers.
Particles and radiation: quantum particles, unstable nuclei,
particle classification and the photoelectric effect.
Waves: Wave properties, superposition, stationary waves, total
internal reflection and double-slit interference.
Mechanics and materials: momentum, collisions, explosions,
density and elasticity.
Electricity: current, potential difference, resistivity, internal
resistance and potential dividers.
Further mechanics and thermal physics: circular motion, simple
harmonic motion, internal energy and changing state.
Fields and their consequences: gravitational fields, field strength,
electric potential, electric fields, capacitance and magnetic fields.
Nuclear physics: radioactive decay, decay modes, binding
energy, fusion and fission.
Engineering physics: rotational dynamics, moment of inertia,
thermodynamics and engines.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 English
Grade 6 Mathematics
Grade 6 Physics or performance at Grade 6 in the Physics
papers in combined Science

Careers in Physics
More than 50% of all qualified physicists work in Research and
Development, Engineering, and Information Technology. Some
work on problems at the frontiers of knowledge; others tackle the
challenging problems which arise in the application of physics to
industrial and engineering problems.

“A Level Physics is really
intriguing and gives a
wider in depth knowledge
for science in general.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

11 5
8 6
6 8

10 5
7 5
9 3

2
0
1

1
0
1

1
0
0
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BTEC Applied Science

BTEC National in Applied Science – Extended Certificate

What skills will I learn?

This is a two year course equivalent in size to 1 A level. This type
of course requires you to be well organised and able to work to
deadlines; you will be a student who achieves through continuous
assessment.

The requirements of the qualification will mean that you develop
the transferable and higher order skills which are valued by higher
education and employers. For example, the study of Applied Science
particularly encourages development of skills such as evaluation,
analysis and synthesis. You will learn how to think and work like
a scientist in a practical environment. You will develop written
communication skills when producing lab reports and analysing data.
You will understand a range of scientific techniques across all three
sciences and develop competency in working with a wide variety of
lab equipment.

Aims of the course
This course aims to give you the opportunity to pursue your
passion for Science whilst developing your skills, knowledge and
understanding. It does this by giving you the chance to experience
a range of contexts in Physics, Chemistry and Biology. Scientific
practical investigations are a very important aspect of the course
and you will develop your ability to communicate science in written
coursework and examinations.

Outline of course content:
1.
Unit 1 - Principles of Applied Science:
This unit covers some of the key science concepts in biology,
chemistry and physics.
2.
Unit 2 - Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques.
Learners will be introduced to quantitative laboratory techniques,
calibration, chromatography, calorimetry and laboratory safety, which
are relevant to the chemical and life science industries.
3.
Unit 3 - Science Investigation Skills.
This unit involves students planning and carrying out extended
investigations and writing a detailed lab report.
4.
Additional Unit – TBC.
A coursework based unit exploring an area of science in more detail.
Again, skills will be developed which are relevant to the chemical and
life science industry.

Entry Requirements
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 4 or 4-4 in Combined Science

Careers/Further Education
The course supports progression to Higher Education (universities
and colleges) and carries equivalent UCAS points to a single
A-Level. This is also a great course for supporting entry to a Higher
Apprenticeship or employment in the science sector. Students taking
Applied Science may go on to study a wide range of degree courses
including Physical Science, Psychology, Forensics, Biomedical
sciences and Nursing.

“Develop your ability to
communicate science in
written coursework and
examinations.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

D* D

M

P

U

2022

EDEXCEL

1

3

0

0

2

Applied Diploma Food Science
& Nutrition
Level 3 Applied Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition
This is a two year course and is equivalent to one ‘A’ level and
accrues UCAS points for university applications.

Aims of the course
Students will have the opportunity to learn about the relationship
between the human body and food as well as developing practical
skills linked to experimental work and the cooking and preparation of
food using a wide range of complex skills.

Outline of the course content:
Unit 1:
Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups. (Mandatory – Exam
and coursework)

Unit 3:
Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems (Optional –
coursework project)
This units focuses on the properties of food, planning and carrying
out experiments or practical work to demonstrate the properties
of food, using results of experiments or practical work to propose
options to solve food production problems. This is a 12 hour
assessment / food science experiment.
Unit 4:
Current Issues in Food Science and Nutrition (Optional – coursework
project)
The unit requires students to develop skills to plan, carry out and
present a research project on a current issue related to consumer
food choice. This is a 14 hour assessment on current issues in food
science and nutrition - a written report is produced.

This unit teaches an understanding of nutrients, their functions in the
body and how nutritional requirements vary in different situations.
Students use this understanding to critically assess diets of specific
target groups and plan changes needed to ensure a nutritional
balance is maintained. They will acquire skills to plan and cook
nutritionally balanced / complex dishes, whilst demonstrating an
understanding of the importance of food safety. Unit 1 is worth 50%
of the qualification. There is an externally marked exam (1.5 hrs)
and a timed assessment (9.5 hours), which includes a practical exam
based on a scenario set by the exam board.

What key skills will I learn?

Unit 2:
Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat (Mandatory – Case study exam)

Careers / Further Education

Students will enhance practical culinary skills through problem
solving whilst applying knowledge of nutritional and dietary health.
Opportunities to work alongside other healthcare and industry
professions will help develop a range of generic and transferable
skills whilst encouraging an independent and analytical mind. The
ability to communicate and present findings in a variety of formats is
an important aspect of this course.

This unit gives students an understanding of hazards and risks
in relation to storage, preparation and cooking of food in different
environments and the control measures needed to minimise these
risks. They will be able to use this understanding to be able to
produce guidance material to facilitate the training of new food
handlers, recommend control measures that need to be in place in
given environments, to ensure that food is safe to eat. It is assessed
by a written assignment, (8 hrs).

An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many
industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists in hospitals
use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors.
Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and government agencies
also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and
policies that support healthy eating initiatives. Together with other
relevant qualifications such as ‘A’ levels in Biology, Chemistry,
Sociology and PE students will be able to use the qualification to
support entry to higher education courses.

Entry Requirements

Grades

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 4 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics or 4-4 in Science

No historical data – new course
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A Level Physical Education

Aims of the course

What goes well with Physical Education?

This course offers an in-depth insight into the world of sport and
all of its associated facets. It is a cross curricular A level with a
scientific, sociological, historical and psychological base. It is an
expanding market with several avenues to follow. It has clear
relevance and application to you.

Physical Education would complement any other subject; it is
a cross curricular A level. Preferences in the past have been
Psychology, Human Biology, Sociology, History, Geography and
Design Technology.

Careers in Physical Education

What is the outline of the course content?
Content Overview

Assessment Overview

• Anatomy and
physiology
• Exercise physiology
• Biomechanics

Physiological factors affecting
performance (01)
90 marks
2 hour written paper

30% of
total A
level

• Skill acquisition
• Sports psychology

Physiological factors affecting
performance (02)
60 marks
1 hour written paper

20% of
total A
level

• Sport and society
• Contemporary
issues in physical
activity and sport

Socio-cultural issues in
physical activity and sport (03)
60 marks
1 hour written paper

20% of
total A
level

• Performance or
Coaching
• Evaluation and
Analysis of
Performance for
Improvement (EAPI)

Performance in PE (one sport)
(04)
60 marks
Practical assessment

30% of
total A
level

What key skills will I learn?

Future career paths include those in coaching or outdoor pursuits
as well as careers such as PE Teacher, Primary Teacher, Sports
Administrator, Sports Development Officer, Physiotherapist,
Osteopath, Sports Therapist, Journalist, Sport Psychologist. PE
A level is relevant to any career where interpersonal or leadership
skills are required.

Further Information
www.ocr.org.uk

“PE has opened up more
doors than I could have
imagined.”

Studying Physical Education will provide an excellent opportunity
for students to enhance their practical performance. They will be
given opportunities to develop and refine independent research
skills and to develop an inquisitive and analytical mind. PE will
allow students to develop their skills in analysis of performance
and communication.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 PE
Applicants without a GCSE in PE, but with relevant sporting
experience and a grade 5 in Science (55 for Combined
Science or 5 in Biology) may be considered at interview

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

OCR
OCR
OCR

1
6
2

4
3
2

3
2
1

1
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

5
2
4

A Level Computer Science

A-Level Computer Science ( OCR )
Aims of the course
This course has been designed for students who wish to go on
to higher education courses or employment where knowledge of
Computing would be beneficial. Students can study Computing and
go on to a career in Computing, Medicine, Law, Business, Politics or
any type of Science.

What is the outline of the course content?
Paper 1- Computer Systems
40% of A-Level
Written exam: 2 hours 30 mins
Computer systems component (01) contains the majority of the
content of the specification and is assessed in a written paper
recalling knowledge and understanding.
Paper 2-Algorithms and programming
40% of A-Level
Written exam 2 hours 30 mins
Algorithms and programming component (02) relates principally to
problem solving skills needed by learners to apply the knowledge and
understanding encountered in Component 01.
Practical Problem 20% of A-Level
Programming project component (03) is a practical portfolio based
assessment with a task that is chosen by the teacher or learner and
is produced in an appropriate programming language of the learner’s
or teacher’s choice.

What key skills will I learn?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fundamentals of programming
Fundamentals of data structures
Fundamentals of algorithms
Theory of computation
Fundamentals of data representation
Fundamentals of computer systems
Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture
Consequences of uses of computing

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 6 in Mathematics
Grade 6 in Computing/Computer Science
Applicants who can demonstrate a genuine interest in
computing who have not studied this subject at GCSE may
be considered at interview

•
•
•
•
•

Fundamentals of communication and networking
Fundamentals of databases
Fundamentals of functional programming
Computational Thinking
Non-exam assessment - the computing practical project

Careers in Computing
The focus of the skills acquired is programming and, as such, can
be critical in giving students and advantage in a technical career,
whichever field it may be in. This course also provides the ideal
foundation for those students who wish to pursue Computing or ICT
at degree level or as a career- which could be in cybersecurity, games
design, software engineering, web-design, network management,
systems architecture and many more.

Further Information
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-scienceh046-h446-from-2015/

“We are living in a world
which is becoming
increasingly reliant on
technology so it’s inevitable
that in any career computer
science will come in
useful.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

OCR
OCR
OCR

2
7
5

5
4
5

1
0
3

1
0
1

0
0
0

0
0
0

3
3
0
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Cambridge Technical IT

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Introductory Diploma
in IT
This is a 2 year course equivalent in size to 1 A level. The course
comprises of two externally examined units and a choice of three
further units which are either examined or centre-assessed and
moderated by OCR.

Aims of the course
This course is suitable for learners:
•
who want to gain a Level 3 qualification to progress to Higher
Education (University) to study IT - it is recognised for UCAS
points
•
studying to prepare for employment in the IT sector
•
who want to progress into IT-related apprenticeships

What key skills will I learn?
A specialist pathway of Application Developer will be followed. Five
units of work will be completed:
1. Fundamentals of IT. (Understanding how Computers and
Networks operate)
Information learnt in this unit will provide a solid foundation in the
fundamentals of hardware, networks, software, the ethical use of
computers and how business uses IT.
2. Global Information. (Understanding how data used stored, shared
and used)
The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the uses of information
in the public domain, globally, in the cloud and across the internet,
by individuals and organisations. You will discover that good
management of both data and information is essential, and that it can
give any organisation a competitive edge.
3. App Design.
The world is increasingly reliant on applications that help individuals,
businesses and organisations achieve specific activities or purposes.
In this unit you will explore potential ideas for a new application and
develop the fundamental design for it. You will then develop the
designs for an application and how users will interact with it. You will
have the opportunity to present your ideas, prototype them, and gain
feedback before refining your design.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 5 in Mathematics
Grade 5 in IT (if studied)

4. Games Design and prototyping.
This unit will help you develop skills in designing and developing a
prototype for a simple game. It will enable you to consider the logic of
the programming structures required, as well as the interface design.
You will then build a prototype in order to demonstrate an element of
your game.
5. Web Design.
Organisations are increasingly reliant on their websites to market
goods or services and interact with clients and customers. You will
research, design and produce an interactive, responsive website that
is specific to a client’s needs, culminating in presenting the concept
of the website using the prototype to the client. You will learn about
the security risks in website design and how to minimise these
threats. This unit will also allow you to incorporate existing interactive
elements, as well as prototyping your own website.

Careers in IT
A career in IT or telecommunications is a great choice, as
professionals in this field are constantly in demand in many different
environments. Typical job roles within this pathway include; Web
Application Developer, Software Engineer, Mobile Application
Developer, Application Developer or Software Analyst.

Further Information
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-technicals/it-2016suite/#level-3

“A career in IT or
telecommunications is a
great choice.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

D* D

M

P

U

2022

OCR

4

1

0

0

0

A Level English Literature

Aims of the course
The English Literature course is challenging, but rewarding with a real
focus on developing students’ interest and enjoyment of literature.
Students will engage critically with a wide range of texts and develop
their knowledge of genre and literary theory. An integral part of
the course is for students to pursue their own areas of interest in
literature with a focus on independent wider reading.

What is the outline of the course content?
•

Literary Genres: Aspects of Tragedy (40%) Othello, Death of a
Salesman and a selection of Keats poetry

•

Texts and Genres: Elements of Political and Social Protest
Writing (40%) The Handmaid’s Tale, The Kite Runner and a
selection of Blake’s poetry

•

Non – Exam Assessment: Theory and Independence NonExam Assessment (20%) Independent choice of novel and
poetry collection

What key skills will I learn?

“Without doubt, literature
is both the preserver and
creator of a language.
To study it can do
nothing other than fill
one with wisdom and
understanding... who
wouldn’t seize such an
opportunity?”

The ability to read critically, analyse and evaluate whilst exploring
multiple interpretations and making connections between texts.
Undertaking independent research is fundamental to this course. The
course is also designed to enhance debating skills and academic
essay-writing.
A Level English Literature provides essential preparation for
undergraduate study of English.

Careers in English
English Literature is a facilitating subject which is highly regarded at
universities. Students who study English Literature go on to pursue
careers in journalism, editing, publishing, law, teaching, broadcasting,
psychology, social work and the media.

Entry Requirements
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Literature and Language

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

7 6
15 3
6 6

0
1
3

3
0
0

1
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0
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A Level English Language

Aims of the course
The English Language course is a compelling and contemporary
exploration of language that enables students to develop their skills
as producers and interpreters of language. Through studying a
variety of texts, from speeches to multimodal texts, students will gain
a thorough awareness of language acquisition and its use and impact
in a variety of contexts.

What is the outline of the course content?
Paper 1 40%: Language, the Individual and Society:
This area of study introduces students to methods of language
analysis to explore concepts of audience, purpose, genre, mode
and representation. Student should be able to identify and describe
features of language in the texts using methods of language analysis
and will also explore children’s language development.
Paper 2 40%: Language, Diversity and Change:
The aim of this area of study is to allow students to explore language
diversity and change over time. This part of the subject content
also requires students to study social attitudes to, and debates
about, language diversity. Students will also analyse how identity is
constructed and how representations are produced.
NEA 20%: Language in Action:
The non-exam assessment is an independent analytical investigation
into the use of language. Students may choose to pursue an area of
individual interest and are responsible for the data collection.
It requires students to carry out two different kinds of individual
research:
• a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)
• a piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each).
There are no set texts for A Level English Language though students
will study a variety of chosen texts.

What key skills will I learn?
The variety of assessment styles used, such as data analysis,
discursive essays, directed writing, original writing and researchbased investigative writing, allows students to develop a wide range

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Language
Grade 5 in English Literature

of skills. These include critical reading, data analysis, evaluation, the
ability to develop and sustain arguments and a number of different
writing skills which are invaluable for both further study and future
employment.

Careers in English
Students who study A Level English Language go on to pursue
careers in writing, journalism, editing, publishing, law, teaching,
broadcasting, media, psychology and social work.

“The study of English
Language is about the
power of language and
its impact on society
and culture. It empowers
students to forensically
examine and construct
texts with a deep
appreciation of their real
world contexts.”

Grades
No historical data – new course

A Level English Language and
Literature
Aims of the course

Careers in English

English Language and Literature course is a stimulating which
blends critical analysis of literary texts and their contexts with an
appreciation of the linguistic techniques utilised by writers to create
effects. Alongside more traditional novels, plays and poetry, students
will also engage with a rich vein of multi-modal texts and work
creatively to produce and critique their own creative writing.

Students who study A Level English Language and Literature go
on to pursue careers in writing, journalism, editing, publishing, law,
teaching, broadcasting, media, psychology and social work.

What is the outline of the course content?
•

Paper 1 40%: Telling Stories – Remembered Places: analysing
multi-modal representations of Paris in an anthology of texts.
Imagined Worlds: perspective, narrative structure and contexts in
‘Dracula’. Poetic Voices: expression of ideas through form in a
selection of poems by Seamus Heaney

•

Paper 20 40%: Exploring Conflict – Writing about Society:
creative interpretations and critical commentary based on ‘The
Kite Runner’. Dramatic Encounters: analysing dramatic form and
representation in Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’

•

NEA 20%: Making Connections – The non-exam assessment
is an analytical investigation on a chosen theme and texts
focussed on the use of language to represent themes/ character/
narrative in a range of literary and non-literary modes.

What key skills will I learn?
Students will engage critically and creatively with a wide range of
texts with a focus on how language creates and communicates
meaning. The course also aims to build critical awareness of the
social, cultural and historical contexts in which texts are produced as
well as their audiences and purposes. Students will gain an expansive
vocabulary and understanding of linguistic and literary techniques
as well as strengthen their written communication and expression.
Crucially, students will learn not only to become critical readers of
texts but also effective producers and interpreters, reflecting on their
own processes of production.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Language
Grade 5 in English Literature

“The study of English
Language and Literature
is the gateway to
understanding linguistic
concepts, cultures and
unlocking creativity.
English Language and
Literature encourages
literary detection at its
finest - an awareness and
appreciation of how the
intricacies of language
builds meaning, mood
and message.”
Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021

OCR
OCR

2
2

1
5

1
0

1
0

0
0

0
0

2
2
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A Level Media Studies

Aims of the course

Careers in Media Studies

Media and the Creative Industries is one of the biggest growth
industries in the UK today. Being ‘media literate’ is essential in
our modern society, so media students are encouraged to explore
and reflect critically on how we are presented with different social
issues, politics and representations across a wide range of media
platforms (TV, film, radio, music videos, newspapers, magazines,
advertisements, gaming and social media).

Media planner; Multimedia Specialist; Programme Researcher; Public
Relations Officer; Social Media Manager; Television/Film Producer;
Advertising Account Executive; Broadcast Journalist; Editorial
Assistant; Events Manager; Information Officer; Magazine Journalist;
Market Researcher; UX Designer; Writer; Actor; Director; Digital
Marketing Manager; Product Manager; Radio Production; Music
Publishing; Newspaper Editor; Scriptwriter.

This exciting course enables learners to develop and apply their
understanding of the media industries through both analysing and
producing media products. A variety of teaching methods allow
students to engage in debates and enhance their academic skills,
whilst also offering the chance to get creative and become a producer.

What is the outline of the course content?
The course is centred on four key concepts: media language, media
representation, media industries and media audiences. Students will
have the opportunity to acquire and apply their theoretical knowledge,
practical skills and an up-to-the-minute awareness of the media
industry in both an examination and non-examination context. There
are two examinations, each worth 35% of the A Level qualification;
the non-examination assessment is worth 30% (Internally assessed
and externally moderated).

What key skills will I learn?
The examinations will focus on skills of evaluation and in-depth
critical analysis, independent research, problem-solving skills,
debating, critical thinking and essay writing. Students will gain an
awareness of the world around them and the ever-evolving media
landscape.

Further information
www.aqa.org.uk

“Media is such a huge
part of our daily lives...
understanding how we are
influenced by this powerful
industry gives us the life
skills to make sense of our
complex world; to develop
informed views on a range
of important global issues.”

Students will extend their practical skills in their chosen medium
for the non-examination assessment, building their capacity for
independent research whilst having the opportunity to become
producers and create their own media texts.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics
Grade 6 English Language
Grade 6 Media Studies (if studied)

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

2
5
2

6
3
4

1
2
4

0
0
1

0
0
0

0
0
0

2
2
7

A Level Spanish

Aims of the course
You will become accurate and fluent in speaking Spanish; you will
learn about the culture of the diverse and exciting Spanish speaking
countries; you will acquire analytical and critical thinking skills which
are essential to be successful at any university course.
Spanish A level is a facilitating subject. This means studying Spanish
will keep your options open when choosing a degree and you will
be a preferred candidate for the top universities. It is highly valued
by universities for the way in which it helps students to develop
independence.

What is the outline of the course content?
The course for A level Spanish is varied and enticing. You will learn
about a wide range of interesting topics related to the culture and
history of the Spanish speaking countries. You will also study a film
and a novel in Spanish.
Spanish A level topic areas:
a) Being a young person in Spanish-speaking society:
•
Social issues: changing family structures, relationships with
others and peer pressure, and peer pressure, the Catholic
church and the family.
•
How young people respond to fashion and modern technology.
•
Education and employment, the financial crisis in Spain.
•
•
•
•

b) Understanding the Spanish-speaking world:
Culture and heritage in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries.
Customs and traditions including festivals.
Historical sites; art, film and music in the Spanish-speaking
world.

c) Diversity and difference:
•
Migration and integration: factors that make migration and
integration easy/difficult.
•
Discrimination and diversity: life for those who are discriminated
against; the positive aspects of a diverse society.

e) The short novel ‘Requiem por un campesino español’ based
on the Spain of the pre-civil war, following a priest grappling
with his own role in the death of a young man killed by
fascists.
f) The film Pan’s Labyrinth based on the Spanish post-civil
war, which deals with themes of fantasy, brutality, misogyny,
maturity and disobedience.
You will also have the privilege to develop your speaking skills by
having one-to-one conversation lessons with our native Spanish
language assistant from Peru, and – as part of your speaking exam
– will independently research and present a topic of your choice
connected to the Spanish speaking world.

What key skills will I learn?
•

•
•
•

You will equip yourself with transferable skills such as
autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, excellent
communication skills, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will
enable you to proceed to further study or to employment.
You will find your confidence builds as you will be able to transfer
these skills into other subjects.
You will also open your mind to other cultures and ways of living
which will make you a more broad-minded individual.
You will develop a passion for the contemporary Hispanic world.

At Rushcliffe we provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities to
hone students’ skills and passion for Spanish language learning:
•
•

We organise regular cultural experience trips, such as cinema
trips and theatre, music and dance shows.
We also run a successful Language Leader and Ambassador
Programme that allows students to develop leadership,
communication and organisational abilities.

Careers in Spanish
Students who opt for Spanish are highly valued for their resilience,
creativity and, of course, their language skills. Languages graduates
have gone on to work:

d) An insight into the recent history of Spain:
•
‘The two Spains: from the Spanish Civil War in 1936 onwards.
•
Post-civil war: Control, repression and daily life in Franco’s
Spain.
•
Spain: transition to democracy and coming to terms with the
past.

•
•
•
•
•

Entry Requirements

Grades

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 in English Literature and Lanuage
Grade 6 in Spanish

As ambassadors, diplomats and civil servants.
As journalists.
As international business people
In marketing, teaching and social work
And even as spies!

Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

EDUQAS
EDUQAS
EDUQAS

1
1
2

0
1
1

2
1
3

1
1
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

4
7
1
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A Level French

Aims of the course
The course for A level French is designed to continue to build on
your interest in, and enthusiasm for language learning. You learn
to communicate your ideas and points of view on an interesting
and exciting range of topics in a confident and effective manner.
Furthermore, as the course provides an excellent basis for the further
study of languages at degree level, we encourage you to consider
degrees in the French language or the highly popular combined
Honours degrees, and the possibilities of using French in future
employment, either in the UK or oversees.

What is the outline of the course content?
In Year 12, you cover the following topics:
a) Being a young person in French-speaking society and what that
means in terms of:
•
Families and citizenship: Changing family structures; the
changing nature of marriage and partnership; being a good
citizen
•
Youth trends and personal identity: Trends in fashion; how young
people respond to modern technology; relationships with others
and peer pressure
•
Education and employment opportunities: The education system
and student issues; work and travel opportunities and changing
work scene
b) Understanding the French-speaking world,
•
Regional culture and heritage in France, French-speaking
countries and communities: Festivals; customs and traditions;
historical sites; museums and galleries
•
Media, art, film and music in the French-speaking world: Trends
in media and art; film and music
In Year 13, you cover the following topics:
a) Social issues and trends: Diversity and difference
•
Migration and integration: Reasons for migration; factors which
make migration/integration easy/difficult
•
Cultural identity and marginalisation: Reasons for
marginalisation; ways to eliminate marginalisation
•
Cultural enrichment and celebrating difference: The positive
aspects of a diverse society
•
Discrimination and diversity: Life for those who are discriminated
against

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 in English Literature and Language
Grade 6 in French

(b) Political, intellectual and artistic culture France 1940-1950: The
Occupation and post-war years
•
From June 1940 – May 1945: Life in occupied France; the
French Resistance
•
The cultural dimension in occupied France: The political context
of theatre and cinema productions
•
1945-1950: Rebuilding and restructuring society in post-war
years
Alongside these topics you also study the film ‘Intouchable’ (Year 12)
and the novel ‘No et moi’ (Year 13). You study the different characters,
themes and developments and tasks and questions you undertake
are designed to support you in forming a critical and intelligent point
of view which you need to express in essay form for the written exam
in Year 13.

What key skills will I learn?
During the French A level course you will work on a wide range
of skills in a variety of settings using, for a large part, authentic
resources to enhance knowledge and understanding of the Frenchspeaking world. The EDUQAS A Level French course enables you to:
•
enhance your linguistic skills and develop language learning
skills and strategies;
•
develop knowledge and understanding about matters central
to the society and culture of France and French speaking
communities, past and present;
•
engage critically with intellectually stimulating texts, films,
literature and other materials in the original language;
•
equip yourself with transferable skills such as autonomy,
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural
and cognitive flexibility that will enable you to proceed to further
study or to employment

Careers in French
Giving up on languages too soon is a regret that many people
have when they enter the world of work, and find their ambitions
curtailed by the fact that they can only communicate in English. In our
increasingly competitive global marketplace, the demand for language
skills is ever present, and employers are recognising the value of
multi-lingual employees who have the skills and flexibility to operate in
international environments.

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

EDUQAS
EDUQAS
EDUQAS

0
0
2

2
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
3
0

A Level Philosophy and Ethics

Aims of the course

•

A Level Philosophy and Ethics aims to give students a thorough
understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical viewpoints.
Students will gain critical and evaluative skills sought by higher
education and employers – particularly in law, education, social work,
politics, medicine, administration and the media. In this thought
provoking subject, rich in contemporary themes, students will be
inspired to engage in rigorous classroom discussion.

•

What is the outline of the course content?
Component 1 (A & B)
A: Philosophy: Arguments for the existence of God; Evil and
Suffering; Religious Experience; and Self and Life after death.
B: Ethics: Ethical theories and the application of these theories to:
issues of life and death for humans and animals; the meaning of right
and wrong; free will and moral responsibility; and Conscience.
Component 2 (A, B & C)
A: Study of Christianity: Sources of wisdom and authority; God; Self,
death and the afterlife; Good conduct and key moral principles; issues
concerning gender and sexuality, secularisation, science and religious
pluralism.
B: The dialogue between Christianity and Philosophy.

Good verbal and written communication skills: Time will be
spent discussing and debating important questions, developing
open mindedness, listening and learning to use mature language
to support ideas. Written skills are developed throughout the
year with specific focus on written language, essay writing
skills and development of a written argument so students will
be able to construct well informed and reasoned arguments
substantiated by relevant evidence.
Analytical skills: Philosophy develops the ability to gather
information (often through research), articulate, critically analyse
and evaluate views of scholars, solve complex problems and
make decisions based on the research or information found.

What careers can it lead to?
Philosophy and Ethics is considered a facilitating subject for
University. Students often go on to study English, PPE (Politics,
Philosophy and Economics), Medicine and Psychology. The skills
developed can be applied to most jobs and many students go onto
careers in areas such as Medicine, Law, Criminology, Armed Forces,
Primary Teaching; and Journalism.

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religiousstudies-7062

C: The dialogue between Christianity and Ethics.

What key skills will I learn?
•

Interpersonal skills: Life skills that will be used every day to
communicate and interact with other people, both individually
and in groups. These include empathy and compassion, intrigue
and questioning.
Team working: Working collaboratively to achieve goals.
Problem solving: Philosophy focuses upon discovering,
analysing and solving problems especially dealing with current
ethical issues and finding solutions to philosophical questions.

•
•

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

“Philosophy is regarded
as a highly academic
subject.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022

OCR

2

4

0

0

0

0

1
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A Level History

Aims of the course
History develops the skills of critical thinking which are key to many
aspects of life. To be able to question and challenge ideas provides
an excellent foundation for many subjects at University, as well as
the skills needed in the workplace. History also enables the student
to develop the expertise needed to write logical and coherent
arguments.
History is inescapable, in that when we study the past we are
also studying the immediate legacy of this past in our present.
Understanding the linkages between past and present is absolutely
essential basis for a good understanding of the condition of being
human. That, in a nutshell, is why History matters. It is not just
‘useful’, it is vital.
A level History offers the student the chance to study deeply
interesting topics; events that we often still feel the repercussions of
today.

What is the outline of the course content?
The Breadth Study: Russia 1853 - 1967
This unit will cover the continuity and change of a nation over a
hundred years. It is likely that we will study Tsarist and Communist
Russia from 1855–1964. This will include the reforming ideas of Tsar
Alexander II to failures of his grandson Tsar Nicholas II to hold onto
autocracy. The subsequent establishment of Communism under
Lenin, then Stalin will be analysed, as well as the ‘Great Patriotic War,’
the death of Stalin, his successor Khrushchev and Khrushchev’s
removal from power in 1964.
The changes within this period are immense; from the injustice under
the Tsars, to the hopes offered by revolution - life for Russians in this
100 year period was turbulent. Russia is a fascinating place and it’s
history is incredible.
The Depth Study: The Wars of the Roses 1450- 1499
This unit is designed to challenge students to look at a topic in detail;
this will enable students to develop their deep understanding of the
period and how it has been interpreted - both then and now.
We will look at the tumultuous period of English History known as
‘The War of the Roses.’ Also known as the ‘Cousins War’ the Civil

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Grade 6 History

War which ripped England apart in the 1400s was a struggle for
power between the Yorkists and the Lancastrians.
The key themes that are covered are the importance of power, how
Medieval Monarchs established and maintained this power and the
issue of rebellion. This is an absorbing period of history, well worth
an in-depth study.
(If you have read Philippa Gregory’s White Queen; the book is set in
the latter years of this conflict.)
Historical Investigation (Personal Study)
The Historical Investigation will challenge students to research and
write about an aspect of history (it will be different to the content
study under the depth and breadth studies.) The students will present
their findings in an extended piece of writing, approximately 3500
words long. They choose a theme and use their skills to craft a
synoptic response to the question selected.
Many students answer questions based upon Tudor history, the Civil
Right movement or Britain during the 1800s. Students can select a
topic of their choice and should be able to complete the necessary
research. This amounts to 20% of the overall grade.

What key skills will I learn?
The key skills are those of critical thinking; to analyse and challenge
ideas and interpretations, as well as the ability to construct complex
synoptic responses in a literate way. Both the exam and the personal
study will challenge students, develop a wide range of skills valued by
employers and University alike.

Careers in History
Students use History as a route into obvious careers like journalism,
law and anything history related. In addition, the academic rigour it
demands of students, shows they have the transferable skills needed
to succeed in many careers, for example past students who have
studied History at A Level, have pursued careers in Accountancy and
Medicine.

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

6
6
3

B

C

D

E

U

19 12 8
10 9 8
12 8 4

0
1
2

0
0
0

0
0
0

A Level Geography

Aims of the course
Against a background of continuing globalisation and technological
change, employers need graduates who can compete in global
marketplaces and meet global challenges. By studying A Level
Geography, we will direct you on a path to becoming a ‘Global
Graduate’ with a skill set to include multicultural teamwork, resilience,
adaptive skills & behaviour, understanding multiple perspectives,
networking, challenging thinking, negotiating & influencing, and global
understanding. Universities, colleges and employers actively look for
individuals with Geography qualifications as you will have a breadth
of knowledge vital for future development, international relations and
progress. For example we will investigate the complex interactions
of processes that shape our world, not only environmentally, but
politically, socially and economically, and investigate how people
adapt and mitigate effects of these interactions, depending on
available resources, technology and culture.

What is the outline of the course?
Physical Geography
Water and carbon cycles – we will contemplate the magnitude and
significance of the cycles at a variety of scales such as rainforests
and rivers, consider their central importance for life on earth, and
how human activity is affecting the delicate balance through climate
change.

between people, states and environments, and how they have led
to more or less successful attempts at a global level to manage and
govern human affairs, such as international trade and the governance
of Antarctica.
Changing places – we will examine people’s engagement with places,
their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them. We
will engage with how places are experienced and how their character
is appreciated, as well as the processes that impact places and lead
to change or development through time.
Population and environment – we will explore the relationships
between key aspects of physical geography and population, such
as food security and disease control and how they are likely to be
affected by climate change now and in the future.
Non-Examined Assessment (fieldwork investigation and report)
You will carry out an individual investigation based on your own
geographical interest which includes data collected in the field and
subsequent write up allowing you to present, analyse and make
conclusions from your data. We will prepare you for this through two
separate geography fieldtrips, giving you an understanding of how
to plan and carry out geographical fieldwork, as well as provide an
insight into the variety of factors that could be investigated.

What key skills will I learn?

Coastal systems and landscapes – we will investigate the dynamic
nature of coastal zones where landscapes develop by interaction
of winds, waves, currents and sediment, but are also affected by
changing sea levels. We will appreciate the beauty and diversity
of our coasts, but also their economic, environmental and political
importance.

A variety of investigative, cartographic, graphical and statistical
skills, as well as a breadth of transferable skills (outlined at the
beginning) sought after by colleges, universities and employers, which
demonstrate you are a well-rounded person.

Hazards – we will study how the lithosphere and atmosphere
intermittently, but regularly, present natural hazards to human
populations, often in dramatic and sometimes catastrophic fashion,
including fires, storms, volcanoes and earthquakes. We will explore
how people respond to these hazards and the relationships between
people and the environments where they occur.

Geography keeps your options open as it covers both arts and
science components. This means you can take geographical and
scientific routes such as Land and Water Management, Transport
Planning, Global Development, Human Rights, Marine Biology,
Climate Change and Energy. Or you could diverge into careers in Law,
Accounting, Sport Science, Architecture, Tourism, Journalism and
Business Development & Management. Equally, your geographical
skill set will open up opportunities in many vocational careers.

Human Geography
Global systems and governance – we will focus on globalisation; the
economic, political and social change which have been a key feature
of global economy and society. We will investigate interdependence

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Geography

Careers in Geography

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

7
3
1

B

C

D

E

U

10 7
6 1
0 0

3
1
0

2
0
0

1
0
0

0
0
0
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A Level Business Studies

Aims of the course

Careers in Business

The business course is designed to provide students with a holistic
and integrated approach so that links across business topics can
be developed across the two year study. Students will be given the
opportunity to learn and explore business behaviour and cultivate a
critical understanding of what business is and does. The course will
also support what real businesses are now asking for in their future
employees: decision making and strategic thinking skills. The study
of business is relevant to the real world and much of the content
focuses on many of the current issues such as digital technology,
e-commerce, globalisation and business ethics.

The AQA A Level in Business introduces students to all they need
to know about working in business, providing a solid foundation for
either further study or an engaging and rewarding career. With a focus
on helping students to become good decision makers, they’ll learn a
wide range of skills highly sought after and valued in a wide range of
careers. From chartered accountants to digital marketing managers,
and from supply chain mangers to marketing entrepreneurs, the
range of careers that a qualification in Business can support is farreaching.

What is the outline of the course content?

Further Information

Over the two years students will study a wide range of topics. In year
one these include:

www.aqa.org.uk

•

What a business is and the key aspects involved in running
businesses
Managers, leadership and decision-making
Decision-making to improve marketing performance
Decision-making to improve operational performance
Decision-making to improve financial performance
Decision-making to improve human resource performance

•
•
•
•
•

Year two places greater emphasis on:
•
•
•
•

Analysing the strategic position of a business
Choosing strategic direction
Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
Managing strategic change

“Business Studies
prepares you for the
future - regardless of your
end goal.”

What key skills will I learn?
The course content allows students to develop skills in
many important areas of business such as decision making,
communication, problem solving, teamwork and strategic thinking.
Much of the course will assist students in developing their application,
analysis and evaluative writing skills. Students will also be expected
to use statistical data to identify trends and consider what future
action the business should take. Some mathematical skills are
required to analyse business performance. Independent learning is a
core element of the A Level qualification.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Business Studies (if studied)
Distinction or better in OCR Cambridge National in
Enterprise and Marketing

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

7
3
4

B

C

D

E

U

15 19 5
9 10 2
7 18 5

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

Extended Certificate in Applied
Business
Aims of the course
This qualification provides a broad understanding of business
knowledge and skills to support progress to higher education and
employment. The course takes a more practical and coursework
driven approach to the study of Business. Students will be given the
opportunity to learn a range of things, including; how to set up and
finance a business, how to develop products and how to manage and
run a business event. This qualification is designed to prepare young
people to take up employment in business and entrepreneurship,
either directly after achieving the qualification or via higher education
at university or college.

What is the outline of the course content?
Over the two years students will the following topics and be assessed
in the following ways:
•

Financial Planning and Analysis – External examination
Learners explore different ways in which enterprises can be
owned and financed. Learners will need to understand the
issues that enterprises face and will use this information to make
business decisions.
Business Dynamics – Internal coursework
Learners investigate factors contributing to the success of
businesses, focusing on the role of managers, supervisors and
employees. They consider how businesses organise themselves
and will analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of these
organisational structures.
Entrepreneurial Opportunities – External coursework
Learners develop an understanding of entrepreneurial
opportunities and investigate how individuals can exploit these
through personal enterprise. They consider opportunities for
personal enterprise for a given context and propose marketing
and operations activities to take advantage of entrepreneurial
opportunities.
Managing and leading people – External examination
Learners explore how organisations operate in a changing
environment. Themes include leadership, how employees
and managers interact in the workplace and the impact of
organisational structures on how managers and employees
work.

•

•

•

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Merit in OCR Cambridge National in Enterprise and
Marketing
5 in GCSE Business if studied

•

•

Developing a business proposal – Internal coursework
Learners develop, present and evaluate a business proposal.
The business proposal will require human resources beyond
those provided by the learner. Learners will develop and present
their proposal to funding providers.
Managing an event – Internal coursework
Learners investigate how to plan for, manage and review a oneoff event related to the business proposal.

Each unit contributes 16.6% to your final grade.

What key skills will I learn?
The course content allows students to develop skills in many
important areas of business such as; teamwork, decision making,
leadership, strategic thinking, problem solving and many more. The
course will enable students to meet deadlines, as well as work on
realistic business problems to find credible solutions. Students will
develop their written, oracy and numeracy skills throughout their
coursework, presentations and examinations.

Careers in Business
Students use Applied Business to access a wide range of careers
across multiple industries. Students will progress to careers in
banking, marketing, IT or maybe even running their own businesses!
The applicability of a business qualification is endless.

Further Information
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business/applied-general/business

Grades
No historical data – new course
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A Level Economics

Aims of the course
The economics course is designed to provide students with a holistic
and integrated approach so that links across economic topics can be
developed throughout the two year study. Students will be given the
opportunity to learn and explore economic models and theories. The
course also gives students the opportunity to challenge economic
schools of thought which are still relevant in economics today. The
course will support students in learning about real economic issues
and focuses on contemporary themes that are structured in a
coherent, logical way. This includes financial markets, development
and behavioural economics. Economics is now daily headline news
and this course aims to engage students in decisions which affect our
daily lives.

What is the outline of the course content?
Over the two years students will study the operation of markets and
market failure which includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Economic methodology and the economic problem;
Price determination in a competitive market;
Production, costs and revenue
Competitive and concentrated markets;
The market mechanism, market failure and government
intervention in markets.

They will also study the national economy which includes:
•
•
•
•

The measurement of macroeconomic performance;
How the macro - economy works;
Economic performance;
Macroeconomic policy.

What key skills will I learn?

and consider what future action the government should take. Good
mathematical skills are required to analyse various economic models
and economic performance. Independent learning is a core element
of the A Level qualification.

Careers in Economics
Students use A Level Economics to access a whole range of
professional careers from those in Finance, to Business Analyst. The
course offers a generic approach to learning and teaches students
about a whole range of economic theories and models; therefore,
career choice is quite open ended. The emphasis is very much
geared towards developing an understanding of real economic issues
and preparing students for the world that awaits them.

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk

“Economics has given
me an insight into the
complexities of the
running of our Economy.”

The course content allows students to develop skills in many
important areas of economics such as critical thinking, problem
solving and modelling. Much of the course will assist students in
developing their application, analysis and evaluative writing skills.
Students will also be expected to use statistics data to identify trends

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
•

28

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Business if studied
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

3
3
2

B

C

D

E

U

10 11 4
7 8 2
5 4 1

1
0
0

0
0
1

0
0
0

A Level Politics

Aims of the course
The aim of the course is to provide students with an in depth
understanding of political and the application of this theory in British
and American Politics. It is an engaging, relevant and controversial
subject that will cover news and current affairs whilst developing
research and debating skills.
Students will study political theory, including Liberalism,
Conservatism, and Socialism. The ideas of theorists like Edmund
Burke, John Locke and Mary Wollstonecraft will be analysed as well
as contemporary thinkers like Betty Friedan. We will then build on
this to examine how Politics works in practice, with Government and
Politics of the UK, then the Government and Politics of the USA and
how these compare. We have been lucky enough in the past to visit
both Parliament and the Supreme court in the UK and engage in
“live” debates with our partner schools in the US, to gain even greater
depth of understanding.

Students will also develop essay - writing skills such as analysing
content, applying theory, writing coherently, evaluating and thinking
critically.

Careers in Politics
Students use A Level Politics as a platform for careers in Law, Media,
Journalism, the Civil Service, the Police, Local / National Government
and Teaching. More than this though, it is seen as a traditional
academic subject and is extremely well respected by universities and
employers alike. The ability to read and understand complex texts,
analyse and evaluate the information and then construct a coherent
essay based on those texts is an invaluable skill that is applicable and
relevant to all disciplines.

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk

In general the course is largely essay based and students will be
expected to have an active interest in Politics and current affairs, as is
a desire to read, think critically and question why.

What is the outline of the course content?
Over the 2 years, students will cover the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Political Ideologies
Constitutions
Rights
Powers of Prime Ministers and Presidents
Political Parties
Electoral Process
Institutions of power

What key skills will I learn?
The course will help to develop an excellent understanding of how
politics works and how it affects all aspects of our lives. Students will
also acquire research skills which can be applied to any course at
university regarding essays or dissertations.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

“Studying Government
and Politics has educated
me about important
contemporary issues
that people my age
often discuss without
knowledge.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021

AQA
AQA

4
2

4
2

3
0

3
0

0
0

0
0

5
2
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BTEC Health & Social Care

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Health and
Social Care
This is a two year course equivalent in size to 1 A level.

Aims of the course
This course aims to provide an excellent introduction to the health
and social care sector. It is a great foundation for students going
into medical professions, teaching or any chosen career dealing
and working with people. The course will provide a good knowledge
base of how physical, intellectual, emotional and social development
(across the human lifespan) can affect human development and the
effects of aging. It also explores what it is like to work in this sector
including the roles and responsibilities of workers and organisations.
Learners will focus on the principles and practicalities that underpin
meeting individuals’ care and support needs, investigating the roles of
professionals and how they seek to support and care to meet these
needs. Learners will also investigate how psychological perspectives
contribute to both the understanding and treatment of service users.

What is the outline of the course content?
•

Human lifespan development with an external examination (1.5
hrs) at the end of the first year (Y12).
Working in health and social care with an external examination
(1.5 hrs) at the end of the first year (Y12)
Meeting individual care and support needs - internally assessed
through a report (coursework) using case studies.
Psychological perspectives - internally assessed through a
report (coursework).

•
•
•

What key skills will I learn?
This Level 3 course provides transferable knowledge and skills that
prepare learners for progression to university. The transferable skills
that universities value include:
•
•
•

The ability to learn independently
The ability to research actively and methodically
Being able to give presentations and being active group
members.

Entry Requirements
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 4 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics or 44 in Combined
Science

Learners can also benefit from opportunities for deep learning where
they are able to make connections among units and select areas of
interest for detailed study. They also provide a vocational context
in which learners can develop the knowledge and skills required for
particular degree course, including:
•
•
•
•

Reading technical texts
Effective writing
Analytical skills
Preparation for assessment methods used in degrees.

This qualification also provides employability skills such as cognitive
and problem solving skills to include: critical thinking, applying
expert and creative solutions and using systems and technology.
Learners gain intrapersonal skills through communicating, working
collaboratively and interpersonal skills to include: self-management,
adaptability and resilience.

Careers / Further Education
This course is suitable for careers in the health and social care sector
such as: nursing, midwifery, occupational health, physiotherapy,
social care, psychology. This is also suitable for careers in teaching,
educational studies and sports science. Many universities accept
Level 3 BTECs as part of the application criteria and this translates
into UCAS points.

“An excellent introduction to
the health and social care
sector and relevant
to so many professions”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

D* D

M

P

U

2022

EDEXCEL

3

0

0

0

0

A Level Psychology

Aims of the course
The psychology course at A level is designed to provide students
with the knowledge and skills to investigate the complexities of
both the human brain and behaviour. Students are given the
opportunity to study the large key theoretical concepts as well as
important key studies that surround psychology. The course is also
designed to enhance scientific and mathematical knowledge.

What is the outline of the course content?

to analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas
and evidence in relation to issues, as well as make judgements
and reach conclusions to develop and refine practical design and
procedures. There is a great emphasis on using mathematics
and science.

Careers in Psychology
Psychology is about people, their behaviour and the interactions
within the world around us.

The main Introductory topics in Psychology:

Therefore psychology is extremely useful for any career.
Particular careers A level Psychology can lead to are: psychology,
psychotherapy, medicine, human resources, criminology, forensic
science, neuroscience, and a career in the police force.

•
•

Further Information

Over the two years students will study the following areas of
Psychology:

Social Psychology – why we confirm / are obedient
Attachment – how our first attachment to our parents affects our
future relationships
Memory – our memory structures, forgetting and eye witness
testimony
Psychopathy – OCD, phobias and depression

•
•

www.aqa.org.uk

Psychology in context:
The main theoretical approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and
Research Methods.
Issues and options in Psychology:
Issues and debates in Relationships, Schizophrenia and Forensic
Psychology.

What key skills will I learn?

“I love psychology, but
every time it answers a
question, I find I need to
ask many more.”

This course allows students to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and
procedures. Thus enabling them to apply this knowledge and
understanding in a theoretical and practical context using both
qualitative and quantitative data. Students will be able

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 in Mathematics & English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in an English, Humanities or a
Science course

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

3
7
4

B

C

D

E

U

15 18 8 3
15 16 11 2
19 9 9 2

1
0
0

0
0
0
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A Level Sociology

Aims of the course

What key skills will I learn?

Sociology encourages learners to be inspired and changed by
gaining a deeper understanding of the world, reflecting on social
issues in the UK and global societies through a broad and worthwhile
course of study. Sociology encourages students to reflect on their
own experiences in addition to seeking to understand all aspects
of human behaviour. Study is focused through key sociological
perspectives and contemporary studies enhancing their ability to play
informed roles within a range of different social contexts. The course
is designed to enhance skills in evaluation and effective written
communication.

Skills in analysis and evaluation, the ability to generate logical
arguments demonstrating them through a range of verbal and written
communication. You will be able to think critically and consider issues
with a global outlook creating strong foundations for further education
and employment.

What is the outline of the course content?

Students use A Level Sociology as a platform for a diversity of
careers in Law, Teaching, Social Work, the Health Sector, Business,
Management, Human Resources and many more.

Over the 2 years, students will cover the following topics studying:

Further Information

Socialisation, culture and identity: how society’s behaviours are
learnt, analysis of how identity is created and influenced through
exploring experiences of different social and cultural groups.

www.ocr.org.uk

Youth subcultures: defining youth culture and youth subcultures,
explaining how and why youth subcultures are formed, patterns and
trends in youth deviance and analysing why young people participate
in deviant subcultures. .
Crime and deviance: understanding how crime and deviance is
defined and measured, patters and trends in crime, explaining crime
and deviance and identifying ways to reduce crime and deviance.
Globalisation and the digital world: relationships between
globalisation and digital forms of communication such as media,
social networking and virtual communities and the impact of these
forms of communication in a global context.
Research methods and researching social inequalities: Methods
used to research social life and social inequalities faced by people of
differing age, class, gender and ethnicity.

Entry Requirements
•
•
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Careers in Sociology

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English

“Taking sociology for
A Level has helped me
gain invaluable essay
writing skills but has also
broadened my knowledge
of the world.”

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

OCR
OCR
OCR

1
3
3

12 2
7 1
9 7

0
0
2

0
0
0

0
0
0

5
7
4

A Level Drama and Theatre

Aims of the course

What key skills will I learn?

The Performing Arts is one of our country’s most exciting and
successful industries. It also provides a huge range of career
prospects, and post Higher Education employment opportunities
are consistently among the highest of any subject area. This course
is designed to be highly practical, engaging and analytical. You will
have opportunities to examine drama and the work of others, and to
explore a range of texts as a practical art form. You will work as either
performers and/or designers on three different performances.

Thorough preparation for entering higher education, developing
creative thinking and independent learning skills. Your range and
skill as a performer will increase as will your understanding of drama
and theatre. The nature of the course demands that you develop
a rigorous approach to time and self-management as you will be
required to attend additional rehearsals and evening performances
as part of the creative process . You will become very disciplined and
far more confident and imaginative, enabling you to solve problems
creatively. Communication and collaboration are inherent in a drama
course and are hugely valued by all employers regardless of their
business.

What is the outline of the course content?
There are 3 Components.
Component 1 – Theatre Workshop (20% of A Level)
Reinterpret a text to create a piece of theatre which is a combination
of the selected text and your original ideas, influenced by a
practitioner. This is internally assessed and moderated by the exam
board.
Component 2 – Text in Action (40% of A Level)
Respond to a stimulus to create two pieces of theatre; one is an
interpretation of a text of your own choice and the other is a devised
piece, both influenced by a different practitioner. Both pieces are
marked by a visiting examiner.
For all performance work you are required to produce a creative log
making connections between dramatic theory and your own practice.
Component 3 – Text in Performance (40% of A Level)
You will explore 3 complete set texts and answer questions as a
director, designer or actor about the texts in a 2hr30min written exam.
You are required to watch numerous live theatre productions,
analysing and evaluating how meaning is communicated, referencing
this in your written work.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Applicants with a genuine interest in Drama and relevant
experience who have not studied this subject at GCSE may
be considered at interview

Careers in Performing Arts
The creative industries is a fast growing sector with +5% year on year
growth and now accounting for 1 in 11 of all UK jobs.
This course equips you for many aspects of the industry,
including Performing, Marketing, Design Work and Technical
Roles. Your course will be recognised by higher education
institutions and you will be fully prepared for a higher education
training in the arts. Many employers recognise the transferable skills
that a creative subject like this offers and you will be a highly valued
employee in fields as diverse as Teaching, Journalism, Advertising
and Social Work.

Further information
www.eduqas.co.uk

“You will become very
disciplined and far more
confident and imaginative.”
Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

EDUQAS
EDUCAS
EDUCAS

5
0
0

0
0
3

4
1
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

1
2
1
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A Level Music

Aims of the course

Careers in music

A-Level Music will provide a contemporary, accessible & creative
education in Music with an integrated approach to the three main
elements – performing, composing and appraising.

The creative industries have moved into first place to be the fastest
growing economic sector in the UK, responsible for 5.6% of all jobs &
is worth 76.9bn pounds to the UK economy.

Learners are encouraged to be creative and to broaden their musical
horizons and understanding with Areas of Study that inspire &
challenge. Through the various genres, styles & eras contained in
the Areas of Study students will explore musical context, musical
language & performance & composition skills.

Arts students are highly sought-after by employers, who now actively
seek those who have studied the arts. Steve Jobs, founder of Apple,
was fond of saying his success was due to his hiring artists &
musicians fascinated by technology rather than computer specialists.

What is the outline of the course content?
Performance - 108 marks [35%]
•
Minimum of 10 minutes & three contrasting pieces

Further information
www.eduqas.co.uk

Composition – 72 marks [25%]
•
A combined duration of at least 4 minutes
•
Learner & Eduqas Brief
Listening & Appraising - 100 marks [40%]
•
Analysing & evaluating music
There are 3 Areas of Study:
AosA – The Development of the Symphony
AosB – Rock & Pop or AosC – Musical Theatre or AosD – Jazz
AosE – Into the Twentieth Century

What key skills will I learn?
Students will gain a much deeper understanding of the history &
development of music through time, as well as learn about key
composers & musicians. Students will also grow & develop as
musicians, with numerous performance & composition-based
opportunities throughout the course.
A-Level Music will build strong organisational skills & will allow the
student to make independent decisions & to be self-critical.

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Music (if studied)
Desirable to be working towards a grade 6 in your chosen
instrument/voice as well as working towards grade 5
theory; applicants without Music GCSE but with these
qualifications may be considered at interview

“Arts students are highly
sought-after by employers,
who now actively seek those
who have studied the arts”
Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

EDUQAS
EDUQAS
EDUQAS

0
2
1

1
3
3

0
0
1

1
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
1

A Level Fine Art

Aims of the course

What skills will I learn?

The Fine Art course at Rushcliffe School follows the OCR
examination syllabus and is designed to give you the opportunity
to develop your creative skills. You will be supported throughout
the course but also encouraged to become independent, mature
students, able to use your initiative and imagination.

The course enables you to develop both technical and arts based
skills and allows you to develop skills in communication, problem
solving, creative and analytical thinking. It encourages self-motivation,
self-discipline and working as part of a team. You will develop
your skills through practical sessions in the classroom and through
independent research. This course offers an excellent opportunity to
develop your creativity and initiative.

We encourage you to look at artists/designers and other cultures to
develop a real understanding of visual language and expression. The
emphasis is on developing your creativity and creative thinking and
allowing you the opportunities for self-expression and enjoyment.

Course content
Year 12
Designed to develop your creativity and imagination. You will be
given individual support to enable you to make the transition from
GCSE to A Level. You will experiment with a wide range of materials,
processes and techniques, finding your own strengths and interests.
Coursework:
Skills based workshops to introduce a variety of new skills,
techniques, materials and processes. A portfolio that develops from
a starting point or theme and shows your ability to experiment,
investigate and develop ideas.
Year 13
Build on the skills you developed in year 12 and applies them to a
personal investigation that will enhance and refine your initiative
and understanding. Year 13 allows you more time for in-depth
investigation.
Coursework (60% of A Level grade):
Personal investigation that is chosen by you and developed over the
year, this includes a “personal study” which is a written investigation
that links with and supports your art work.

Careers in Art
Art A Level is accepted by Universities when applying for non-Arts
courses and for anyone with an interest in the design world, whether
this be fashion, creative industries, digital design or more, Art A level
is essential.
Advertising, Animation,
Architect, Art Historian, Costume
Design, Curator, Digital Design,
Fashion Design, Fashion
Buyer, Fashion Management,
Fashion Photography, Film
Industry, Fine Art Photographer,
Forensic Photographer, Graphic
Designer, Interior Designer,
Illustrator, Medical Model maker,
Photojournalism, Photographic
processing and Printing, Sports
Photographer, Stained Glass
Artist, Teaching, Television,
Textile Designer, Theatre Design
to name a few.

Further Information
www.ocr.org.uk

Exam:
A 15 hour exam on a given starting point, which is explored over eight
weeks with a final piece produced the exam time.

Entry Requirements
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Art

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

OCR
OCR
OCR

4
2
3

5
7
3

0
1
1

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

3
6
3
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A Level Product Design

Aims of the course
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the
practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a
number of careers. Especially those in the creative industries.
They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and
economic influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying
opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing
prototypes of their choice.
Students will gain a real understanding of what it means to be
a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher
education and employers.

What is the outline of the course content?

conducting critical analysis and evaluation – skills that can be applied
to any university course requiring a dissertation or coursework.
Students also develop problem solving skills, improve independent
learning through planning and project management, and gain a wider
understanding of environmental, social, moral and global issues.

Careers in Product Design
Candidates can use the Product Design qualification as a platform for
careers in Architecture, Engineering, Graphic Design, Construction,
Fashion and Textiles, Construction Management,
Teaching, Interior Design and many more.

Further Information
www.aqa.org.uk

Assessments:Written examination
Paper 1 – Technical principles. 30% of A-Level. This is a mixture of
short answer and extended response.
Paper 2 – Design and Making Principles. 20% of A-Level. Section A
(Product Analysis) is based on visual stimulus of products. Section
B (Commercial Manufacture) is a mixture of short and extended
response questions.
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 50% of A-level
Practical application of technical principles, designing and making
principles. This is a substantial design and make project, evidenced in
a design portfolio and photographic evidence of a final prototype.

“Product Design allows
me to use creativity
and outside of the box
thinking to solve real
world problems.”

What key skills will I learn?
The course helps students to develop a good understanding
and provides practical experience of specialist tools, equipment,
materials and processes to design and make a product. Skills will
also be gained in carrying out research and investigation as well as

Entry Requirements
•
•
•
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5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 in DT/Product Design/Textiles

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

0
1
1

3
0
2

2
0

1
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

2
1
2

A Level Textiles

Aims of the course

Assessments

The AQA examining board specification introduces students to a
variety of experiences that explore a range of Fashion and Textiles
processes and techniques. Students are encouraged to be creative
and innovative thinkers by responding to a chosen theme, creating
research and using their findings aesthetically to produce quality,
meaningful and unique textile creations. Through this course they
will develop the ability to problem solve, learn independently whilst
gaining a wider understanding of environmental, social, moral and
global issues within textiles.

Year 12
Component 1: Portfolio

Course content
Year 12
Unit 1: Personal investigation
This is a non-examined assessment, set and marked by the centre
and moderated by AQA. It comprises of a personal study linked to a
theme where candidates create a sketch book of research, ideas and
designs which they use to create a range of products.
Unit 2: An externally set assignment
This is an externally set assessment where AQA provide an exam
brief where the student responds to produce written and practical
evidence of their sketch book and create a final outcome during a 10
hour supervised exam.
Year 13
Unit 1: Personal investigation
This is a non-examined assessment, set and marked by the centre
and moderated by AQA. It comprises of a personal study linked to a
theme where candidates create a sketch book of research, ideas and
designs which they use to create a range of products.
Unit 2: An externally set assignment
This is an externally set assessment where AQA provide an exam
brief where the student responds to produce written and practical
evidence in their sketch book and create a final outcome during a 15
hour supervised exam.

Entry Requirements
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Desirable to have minimum Grade 5 in an art based subject
or a portfolio of creative work that illustrates skill level and
interest in the subject

Assessed
•
No time limit
•
96 marks
•
60% of AS

What’s assessed
•
Portfolio of work

Component 2: Externally set assignment
Assessed
•
Preparatory period
•
96 marks
•
40% of AS

What’s assessed
•
Response to an externally set
assignment

Year 13
Component 1: Personal investigation
Assessed
•
No time limit
•
96 marks
•
60% of A-level

What’s assessed
•
Personal investigation

Component 2: Externally set assignment
Assessed
•
Preparatory period +
15 hours supervised
•
96 marks
•
40% of A-level

What’s assessed
•
Response to an externally set
assignment

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA, marked by he centre and
moderated by AQA during a visit to the centre. Visits will normally
take place in June

Careers in Fashion and Textiles
Fashion designer, pattern cutter, quality controller, weaver, textiles
technologist, fashion journalist, sample maker, trend forecaster,
textiles engineer, interior designer, fashion buyer, garment
technologist, footwear designer, costume designer, knitwear designer,
millinery designer, fashion PR, dress maker, fashion photographer,
pattern developer, wardrobe designer.

Grades
Year

Exam Board

A* A

B

C

D

E

U

2022
2021
2020

AQA
AQA
AQA

1
2
1

2
1
0

3
0
1

1
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

3
1
0
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Entry Requirements
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COURSE

SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

Mathematics *
AQA

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 6 Mathematics

Further Maths
AQA

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 7 Mathematics

Biology *
OCR

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Biology or performance at Grade 6 in the Biology papers in combined Science

Chemistry *
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Chemistry or performance at Grade 6 in the Chemistry papers in combined
Science

Physics *
AQA

•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 English
Grade 6 Mathematics
Grade 6 Physics or performance at Grade 6 in the Physics papers in combined Science

BTEC Applied Science
EDEXCEL

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 4 or 4-4 in Combined Science

Applied Diploma Food Science &
Nutrition
WJEC

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 4 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics or 4-4 in Science

PE
OCR

•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 PE
Applicants without a GCSE in PE, but with relevant sporting experience and a grade 5
in Science (55 for Combined Science or 5 in Biology) may be considered at interview

Computer Science
OCR

•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 6 in Mathematics
Grade 6 in Computing/Computer Science
Applicants who can demonstrate a genuine interest in computing who have not studied
this subject at GCSE may be considered at interview

Cambridge Technical IT
OCR

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including English
Grade 5 in Mathematics
Grade 5 in IT (if studied)

English Literature*
AQA

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Language and Literature

English Language
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Language
Grade 5 in English Literature

English Language & Literature*
QA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 6 in English Language
Grade 5 in English Literature

Media Studies
AQA

•
•
•
•

5 GCSE Grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics
Grade 6 English Language
Grade 6 Media Studies (if studied)

Spanish*
EDUQAS

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 in English Language and Literature
Grade 6 in Spanish

French*
EQUQAS

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 in English Language and Literature
Grade 6 in French

Philosophy & Ethics
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

COURSE

SUBJECT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

History*
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Grade 6 History

Geography*
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Geography

Business Studies
AQA

•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Business Studies (if studied)
Distinction or better in OCR Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing

Extended Certificate in Applied
Business
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Merit in OCR Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing
5 in GCSE Business if studied

Economics
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

Politics
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in a Humanities course

BTEC Health & Social Care
EDEXCEL

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 4 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics or 44 in Combined Science

Psychology
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 in Mathematics & English
Desirable to have a Grade 6 in an English, Humanities or a Science course

Sociology
AQA

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English

Drama
EDUQAS

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics
Grade 5 English
Applicants with a genuine interest in Drama and relevant experience who have not
studied this subject at GCSE may be considered at interview

Music
EDUQAS

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Music (if studied)
Desirable to be working towards a grade 6 in your chosen instrument/voice as well
as working towards grade 5 theory; applicants without Music GCSE but with these
qualifications may be considered at interview

Fine Art*
OCR

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Grade 6 Art

Product Design
AQA

•
•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9
Grade 5 Mathematics & English
Grade 6 in DT/Product Design/Textiles

Textiles
AQA

•
•

5 GCSE grades 4-9 including Mathematics & English
Desirable to have minimum Grade 5 in an art based subject or a portfolio of creative
work that illustrates skill level and interest in the subject

“Students are fully supported in achieving their
academic goals; aspirational targets challenge
each individual to fulfil their potential.”
*indicates that this course must have been studied at GCSE to enable access at Level 3.

Sixth Form Prospectus
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Rushcliffe Spencer Academy
Boundary Road
West Bridgford
Nottingham
NG2 7BW

Call
Email
Visit
Follow

0115 9744050
info@rushcliffespencer.com
www.rushcliffespencer.com
@RushcliffeS

