
OCR SOCIOLOGY 
INTRODUCTION 



DO NOW

Draw a picture of a:

Firefighter

Surgeon

Fighter Pilot

Once you do 

this, think about 

why I got you 

to do this?





WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY? DISCUSS



WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY? THE STUDY OF 
HUMANS IN SOCIETY.

Sociologists are generally encouraged to cultivate a 

‘sociological imagination’. This is the ability to see 

our own lives and the lives of those we study, as 

linked to wider social processes and structures. The 

food we eat, the clothes we wear, the relationships 

we form, the pets we keep, the money we use, the 

goods we buy, the languages we speak, the ambitions 

we pursue, and even the opinions we hold, are all 

dependent on the particular historical and social 

context in which we find ourselves. This context is 

the wellspring of sociology.



‘OLOGIES! – HOW DOES SOCIOLOGY 
COMPARE?

•Biologists focus on the body.

•Psychologists focus on the mind.

•Sociologists focus on the 
environment and the social aspects of 
human behaviour. (Learning)



BIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY E.G. 
PERSPECTIVES ON RACISM

Biologists 
might look 
at genetic 
differences

Psychologists 
would examine 

whether racism is 
caused by a 

childhood trauma 
or by a chemical 
imbalance in the 

brain Sociologists would 
examine whether 

a person was 
socialised with 

racist values and 
look at how ethnic 
minorities have 

been 
‘scapegoated’.



Sociology as a career

Probation officers!



REASONS TO STUDY SOCIOLOGY
( F R O M  S T U D E N T S  A N D  E L S E W H E R E … . )

1. Gives insight into social issues.

2. Part of day to day life so it is easy to relate to the topics you 

study.

3. Better understanding of how society functions and how you fit 

into that society.

4. Makes you less ignorant of our world.

5. Covers current social, political, economic, psychological, 

historical and global issues to give you a broader understanding 

of your world.

6. It opens your eyes and makes you question everything that you 

previously took for granted.

7. Interesting course content and relevant skills development.

8. Rather than viewing the world through one lens, it helps you 

view the world from many different lenses or viewpoints. 



WHO IS LIKELY TO ENJOY SOCIOLOGY?

You are most likely to enjoy sociology if you have ever thought any 

of the following things:-

o It’s not fair that some people are rich and some are poor.

o It’s not fair that some jobs seem easy but pay well while other 

really hard jobs are poorly paid.

o Why do some people do better at school and some do not?

Regardless of the answers you’ve come up with, in 

regard to these issues you will probably enjoy sociology 

if you have ever even considered them.



A KEY PART OF SOCIOLOGY IS BEING ABLE TO USE ITEMS AND 
INTERPRET SOURCES.

• Travel around the 9 sources, the sources 
will introduce you to key concepts in 
Sociology.

For each consider.. . 

What is the message?

What might be the social implications 
/social problem?

Do you agree/disagree? Or what are your 
views on the picture? 
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A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY COURSE 
CONTENT (OVER 2 YEARS)
• Component 01: Socialisation, culture and identity

• Section A: Introduces students to key themes of socialisation, identity and culture

• Section B: Youth subcultures

• Component 02: Researching and Understanding Social Inequalities

• Section A- Research Methods and Theory.

• Section B- Social Inequalities

• Component 03: Debates in contemporary society

• Section A- Globalisation and the Digital World

• Section B- Crime and Deviance


