Rushcliffe
Post
Autumn Term 2021
“Everyone at Rushcliffe
will be given the chance
to shine brightly”

The Principal’s Letter
Dear Parents / Carers
I hope that you and your family are well.
We reach the end of another busy half term. I continue to be incredibly proud of
the positivity and resilience I see all the way across our school community.
Whilst we continue to see disruption to education as a result of the pandemic
and we continue to be vigilant and careful in all we do, it has been lovely to see
so many aspects of school life return to normal.
Pupils and staff have thrown themselves wholeheartedly back into extracurricular clubs, trips and a wide range of pursuits that simply haven’t been
possible over the last 18 months. Just this week, some of pupils visited the
University of Nottingham to take part in an apprentice day and wowed the
judges with their entrepreneurial acumen. Our geographers have been out doing
fieldwork. Our year 7 pupils went off to Walesby Forest for team building
activities and outdoor pursuits. I hope that the articles in this edition of the
Rushcliffe Post give you a sense of the joy and enthusiasm that I’m seeing from
people on a daily basis and the positive impact these things are having on
happiness and wellbeing.

This term has also seen the return of in-person open evenings for both year 6
and our Sixth Form. Both were really well attended. Technology and the ability
to showcase the school virtually is a great thing but it doesn’t come close to
being able to invite people onto the school site to see first-hand what we are all
about. It was fabulous to see our staff team talking passionately about their
subjects or the role they play in supporting students but I particularly want to
mention the many wonderful students who helped out at these events – from
our year 8 tour guides to our Sixth Form ambassadors. They showed
themselves to be kind, knowledgeable and, above all, proud of their school.
In this edition of the Rushcliffe Post, you can also read about some of the work
undertaken on our recent Bright Day, hear from Miss Vale about how our
wonderful year 7 pupils have settled into Rushcliffe, discover how our year 9
students got involved in creating computer programs to run in space and find
out more about the work we’ve done to raise money this term for one of our
longstanding partner charities, Education for the Children, who run La Escuela
de Esperanza in Guatemala. As usual, there are also the latest news stories
and competitions from our learning resource centre team.
The return to more normality and all the activities I’ve described has been tiring
for everyone. I hope that the two week half term break will enable a recharge of
the batteries so we can all return with the same optimism and energy that have
brought us so much over the last few weeks.
Thank you for your continued support.
Damian Painton (Principal)
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Year 8 Bright Day Bright Futures
As part of pupils Career Education, year 8 focused on
employability skills around our ‘skillsbuilder’ 8 essential
skills.
This year we were sponsored by Studio
Chocolate. Pupils worked really well despite some of
their team members going home to self-isolate. We are
very proud of the work produced and the learning
achieved around employability skills.
‘I learnt that you do not have to be too sacred to speak
in front of your class because people are not judging
you’
‘I have learnt that listening is important because you
need to understand what you are doing’
‘When a team works well together they make/create
good ideas’
‘I learned to value other people’s ideas and mix them to
make an even better idea’
Shrutee Desai

Year 7 New Beginnings
Year 7 have had a wonderful start to their time here at Rushcliffe. It has
been lovely to see how they have settled in and started to take up some of
the many opportunities on offer. Over 50 Year 7 students attended our first
Year 7 Drama club this year and it was great to see so many eager faces
joining our school production of High School Musical.
Students have also been getting to know lots of new faces and the
Walesby trip was a great opportunity to do so. Over the course of a week
in September, all tutor groups visited Walesby Forest Activity Centre and
took part in a range of activities such as indoor climbing, an assault course
and archery. All staff at the venue spoke about how polite the students
were and they were a credit to the school.
Year 7 have also experienced their first ‘Bright Day.’ This is where students
come off timetable for a day and take part in a range of activities, linked to
the PSHE curriculum. Year 7’s first day was Bright Worlds’ where they learnt about different cultures through a range of
activities such as African drumming, Asian dance and clay making. And
finally, our student council has begun. At Rushcliffe we have form reps
who represent their form group when meeting termly with the Head of
Year to discuss their ideas on topics such as rewards, behaviour and
lessons. Discussions happen in form groups and the form reps feed back
to the Head of Year. Year 7 students wishing to be appointed presented
to their form group on why they would make a good form rep and
students voted. Congratulations to our form reps for 2021/22: Theo
Glanovitis, Emmeline Jones, Tehya Patel, Amaya Johnson, Ian Nupoh,
Isolde Wilkie, Amelia Luxton-Wise, Fletcher Adkin, Fearne Sutton, Will
Wilding, Ben Kirkman, Charlie Roberts, Georgia Perkins, Will Garget,
Billy Garlick, Skye McConnochie, Maddie Stendhurst, Bianca Del
Giudice, Anjali Roth and Eddie Gaunt. Two of these students will become
the Year 7 representatives and will represent the views of Year 7 at the
whole school council.
Samantha Vale (Head of Year 7)

Architecture
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Independent
Living Course
For their Enrichment option some Year 12 students have chosen the ‘Independent Living’
course. Here, they will focus on a range of life skills that will hopefully equip them for living independently in the future, whether that
be at university or simply when they leave home. Topics covered will include budgeting and shopping, storing foods correctly,
laundry know how and ‘savvy money saving tips’. At present, we are looking at the importance of eating healthily and practical ways
we can implement this. Here are some examples of some healthy breakfast ideas that students produced.

Mrs T Lacey

Esperanza

A Huge Thank You and Update from our partner school in Guatemala
On Wednesday 28th July, Rushcliffe’s Languages Faculty organised a Guatemala themed end of term day which raised the amazing
sum of £1,304.83 for students at The School of Hope. This massive amount is hugely appreciated by the team in Guatemala. The
country has been hit extremely hard by the pandemic, where cases are still rising and access to vaccinations is limited. Education For
The Children (EFTC) founded and runs the school in Jocotenango, an area where extreme poverty, gang crime, domestic violence and
alcoholism are everyday realities. Food, healthcare, counselling and career guidance at the school remove obstacles to education and
enable the students to realize their potential. Every penny donated will go directly to the students, ensuring that they are still able to
access learning, food and social support. At Rushcliffe, we are looking forward to continuing developing our links with the School of
Hope throughout this year.
The West Bridgford based charity are delighted to be able to host in-person events once more and are
determined to raise funds to improve the school’s virtual learning capability by Christmas. Schools in
Guatemala are likely to remain partially closed for at least the next year and students do not have
access to technology or the internet at home. Funds raised will equip students with tablets and data
cards, plus train teachers in delivering lessons virtually. The charity is determined that every student
can continue to learn and is not left adrift in the wake of the pandemic.
The EFTC Annual Ball is at The Park Plaza on Saturday 27 November - at £65 a ticket, it’s a great
way to have a night out with friends knowing that all proceeds will support students in Guatemala.
Tables of up to 10 can be booked via email events@eftc.org.uk
To find out more about EFTC’s work visit eftc.org.uk or on social media @EFTCFoundation.
Eva Vicente (Head of Languages and Kate Henry (UK Foundation Coordinator, Education for
the Children Foundation)
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World Space Week

To help celebrate World Space Week ( Oct 4th – 10th ), 330 Rushcliffe Students have taken part in a
project Called ‘Mission Zero’.
•
•
•
•
•

During their Computing Lesson, Y9 pupils wrote Python code to :
Send a message to the Astronauts on the International Space Station [ISS]
Take readings from the Atmospheric sensors in the Space Station Cabins.
Create Pixeled images to display on the Raspberry Pi display Screens
Vote for names for the 2 new Raspberry Pi Computers running on the ISS

The students were thrilled to learn that their code will actually be sent into space and will run on the Space
station’s Raspberry Pi computers. They will also receive a certificate to confirm that their code ran
successfully.
It has been fantastic to see the students so enthused about the link between coding and space
exploration. Hopefully it will help more students realise how exciting Computing can be and how important
it is to fields such as Space exploration.
Find out more here Astro Pi (astro-pi.org)
Alex Salmeron ( Head of Computing )
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LRC News

National Poetry Day 7th Oct 2021

Monday 13th Sept was Roald
Dahl Day! We celebrated with a
display in the LRC and a Year 7
inter form quiz for Year 7. Well
done to 7G who were this year’s
Roald Dahl champions!

Year 7 Bookmark Design
Challenge
Over the summer our new year 7 students created Origami
Bookmarks inspired by their favourite books. With so many
inspirational designs it was really difficult to choose so well done to
the winners and runners up!

Winners

National Poetry Day was celebrated at
Rushcliffe with a range of inspiring activities
organized by the English Department’s
student ambassadors. They included a Finish
Off the Poem form competition and a form
time quiz–testing students’ poetic knowledge.
The LRC Book Clubs enjoyed a captivating
performance from World Poetry Slam
Champion and maths graduate Harry
Baker. The students then created and
performed their own number inspired poems.

The performance was part of the 2021
Reading Is Magic Festival with Cressida
Cowell, Michael Rosen and many more
writers, illustrators and poets. The online
events for all ages are all available to view for
free until the end of the year:
Evie Green 7C
Howler Letter from Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets

Tabitha Kumar 7H
Hedwig and Harry Potter from
Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone

Runners up

Emily Newman 7C
The Runaway Girls by
Jacqueline Wilson
Josh Walton 7H
The Lord of The Rings
by J.R.R. Tolkien

Tabitha Birkbeck 7C
Five Feet Apart by Rachael
Lippincott Wilson
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https://www.readingismagicfestival.com/

Year 8 Summer Travel Poster
Challenge
Our Year 8 summer challenge was to design a travel poster for a book as a
destination for others to escape to. Again, we received some fantastic,
creative entries. Well done to our winner and runners up.

Runners up

Winner

Meenal Agrawalla 8C
Island by David Almond

Aryanna Mitchell 8A
Alices’s Adventures in
Wonderland David
Almond

Malachi Grant 8A
How to Train Your Dragon
by Cressida Cowell

Annabel Humphreys 8F
The School for Good and
Evil by Soman Chainani

Digital Resources

In addition to the physical resources in the LRC we have a
range of online reading provision:

birth (numbers only, no spaces) e.g. Username:
jbloggs2021@rushcliffe.notts.sch.uk Password: 12112009

ePlatform
A digital library which allows students to
download books and audio books onto
multiple devices. It is available here: https://
rushcliffe.eplatform.co/

There are also Moodle links (Student Resources-LRC) for
the following, with no user name/password required:

There is also a link on Moodle: Student Resources-LRCePlatform. The login credentials are the same as for the
school computers: e.g. Username: jbloggs2020 and their
usual password.
Reading Cloud
This is the LRC catalogue. Students can
search for books, check their accounts and
reserve books they would like to read.
It is available here: https://u000384.microlibrarian.net/
There is a link on Moodle: Student Resources-LRCeclipse.net
They can login using their email address and 8 digit date of

A Level Review Magazine Digital Archive
Review magazines support A level courses and can help
you gain those all-important extra marks. They include
articles written by examiners on key subject areas and
features on exam technique.
Complete Issues Online
This is a one-stop, up to date online resource with articles
and statistics relevant to all key stages and areas of the
curriculum. The website is designed to encourage browsing
and exploring a range of interesting articles and you can
also search for specific topics.
Issues Online
Another cross curricular resource covering a wide range of
social issues. 24-hour access on tablet, desktop and
mobile to over 70 e-books, with over 1,000 printable
articles, plus statistics and links for further research.
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Year 7 and 8 Halloween Challenge
Our competition for the October Half Term holidays is to design a sweet which can be a trick or a treat for your favourite
book hero or villain.
Your sweet should have a name, description and an image. Which character would enjoy eating it (or not) and why?
Entries to the LRC or on Satchel:one by Mon 8th November.

PRIZES FOR THE BEST ENTRIES

Brush Painting Fun for Mandarin
Students
The week commencing 19 July saw year 8 and 9 Mandarin students attend Chinese Brush Painting
workshops, where they painted their first ever peony flowers.
The
workshops
were
delivered
via
videoconferencing by Jack Jiang, a professional
artist based in Ninbo China. As you can see from
the pictures, the students' enthusiasm and flair
produced some gorgeous artwork!
The workshops were jointly organised by the Language Department and the
Nottingham Confucius Institute at the University of Nottingham. This is what the
students have to say:
“Very fun and productive workshop about painting and good skill to have.” Christina
Watterson-Swift (Y9)
“It is really fun, but you need to take really good control of the strength of the brush
to create the different layer of the colour with one stroke.” Olivia Morgan (Y9)
“It is difficult, but I’ll definitely do it again!” Class Y8cd/Mc1

“It looks like a simple brush paint but it’s harder than it looks, because of the special
way you draw it accurately with different shades of the colour, it is really fun!” Ella
Nicholson (Y8)
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Creative Writing Club

Book Club

Book Club meets on Wednesday lunchtimes. Everyone
welcome. Come along to make new friends and join in
with quizzes, games, and much more.
Book Club members will soon be busy reading the six
books shortlisted for the ‘Brilliant Book Award’ (BBA).
The BBA is an annual award voted for by Key Stage 3
students
in
schools
across
Nottinghamshire,
Nottingham City and Derbyshire. The shortlist will be
announced in November and the overall winner will be
announced on 25th April 2022. For more information
go to:
https://bba.inspireculture.org.uk/

Diary Dates

Calling all budding writers from Years 7, 8, & 9
A new creative writing club will be starting soon on
Wednesdays after school in the LRC.
A chance to find inspiration and ideas for your writing, make
new friends, and a space to write.
For more information speak to the LRC Staff.

October—January 2021

18th October:

Half Term

5th November:

Parliament & Supreme Court Year 12

10th/11th November:

Senior Maths Challenge

8th - 19th November:

Year 11 Mock Examinations

8th December:

Bright Day 2

9th December:

Year 7 Pantomine Visit - Nottingham Play House

20th December:

Christmas Holiday

4th January:

Inset Day

Follow us on Twitter
Rushcliffe Spencer Academy
Boundary Road
West Bridgford
Nottingham, NG2 7BW

@RushcliffeSCH
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